Thanks for the opportunity to delve into some of the great truths of Scripture together. As I said in my earlier email, the conversations that you and I have had over the last several months have generated many thoughts and discussions. 

Nature and character of the New Birth as a work of grace – the New Covenant

In the John Piper book you gave me he writes, “Nothing is more foundational for the joy of undeserving people than the cross of Jesus Christ. The fight for joy is a fight to grasp and marvel at what happened in the death of Christ—and what it reveals about our suffering Savior.”

I believe that this is where our study needs to begin – in a review of the gospel and especially the nature and character of the new birth as a result of the New Covenant. So let’s start there. 

The gospel is based on the underlying promises of the new covenant.
Read Jer 31:31-34; Ezekiel 11:19-20; Ezek 36:26,27; Matt 26:27, 28; Hebrews 8 – 9 (especially: Heb 8:8, 13; 9:15) 

Questions
1. How are the old and new covenants different? (See also Romans 4:5-8; 4:13-16; 4:21-25; Romans 10:5; Gal 3:12)
2. What are promises given in the new covenant that the writer of Hebrews was referring to?

3. Expanding on our thinking on these promises:

a. What is God going to do to the recipients’ sins?

b. What will God’s giving of a new heart and His Spirit do for the recipients according to these verses?

4. What conditions if any are placed upon those under the first covenant?  What about the new covenant?
5. We have two problems basically. We sin and we lack positive righteousness. What does the Bible teach about the positive righteousness needed for a right relationship with God?
(New set of verses: 2 Cor 5:21; Romans 5:1-20 esp vs 19; Romans 10:1-13; Romans 8:1-4)

a. Why do some Bible teachers call this the great exchange?

b. Where did the Jews err according to Rom 10?

c. Although all are sinners, some people are better than others in the sense that some lost people are murderers and rapists and other lost people are good and kind and philanthropic. What happens to the pre-salvation  “righteousness” of each of them when they repent and believe the gospel?

d. What does Paul mean in Romans 8 when he says “the righteousness of the law will be fulfilled in us…”?

I would like to change topics slightly and consider who are to be the recipients of the new covenant (i.e. the new heart, motivations and affections).  Consider Romans 8: 28-30; Romans 9:6-24; John 1:12,13; Eph 1:3-12
Questions:

1. According to Romans 8:29, 30, follow the sequence backwards

a.  – Who are those who will be glorified? Those who have been ______________

b. Who are those who will be justified?

c. Who are those who will be called? 

Etc.

2. Whose will determines who are the recipients of the benefits of the new covenant? See Romans 9:16 and John 1:13.

3. II Cor 4:3-6  How does our heart awaken to the truth of the gospel?

4. Where do the faith and repentance needed for accepting the gospel come from?
Eph 2:8-9; II Timothy 2:25



