Habakkuk 1:2-4

Gen 6:11 earth was filled with violence

Pr 6:16-19 These six things the Lord hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, A lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren.
Why does God allow evil?

God's ways are higher than ours and often we don't know why He does what He does.

We need to keep in mind what we know about God. He is loving, righteous, perfect, all knowing and all powerful.

Some use the explanation of free will to explain these things. But the truth remains that God could restrain and doesn't do so.

There is a sense in which God is completely in control and yet holds human beings responsible – the crucifixion of Christ for example.

Sometimes the evil things that happen are a result of the judgment of God – not on particular individuals per se, but on the human race. The truth is, we don't really believe that God would allow a judgment of a huge magnitude. Our sin isn't that bad.

Is it possible that God could have a greater good in view when He allows these things to happen? Could it be that there are lessons to be learned and demonstrations of goodness that can take place that would not be possible otherwise?

It's very difficult to share these things with unbelievers because the eyes of faith are needed.

Need to be careful to avoid trite sayings and simplistic explanations. These are real and crushing issues for people.

Some use “all things work together for good.”  We need to remember who that promise is made to.

We need to have an eternal perspective. All evil is going to be avenged and paid for appropriately.

God had a purpose for all of the evil things that happened to Joseph.

Even the press seems to recognize this as a manifestation of evil, the devil incarnate. John 8:44 Satan is father of liars and murderer.  1 john 3:8 the devil sins from the beginning

like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour 1 peter 5:8

We need to keep this in perspective in other ways. Every 7.5 minutes 20 babies are aborted. Where's the outrage.  It is covered under the mantle of freedom to choose.

Is 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own sight.
We need to realize that this same devil is tempting us. When we dabble in respectible sins, we are choosing to the same master that ruled on Friday morning. We are yielding our members as weapons of unrighteousness against ourselves and God. We are joining forces with the side of the enemy. 

When we participate in active, willful sin, we are embracing that for which God is going to judge the world. Eph 5;3-7; Col 3:5-7; 2 peter 2:1-10
The same God who said thou shalt not commit adultery also said thou shalt not murder James 2:10, 11

We need to learn to see all sin with horror, not just this sin. God is just and holy and all sin is a horror to him. 

Sometimes atheists and unbelievers use this as an argument to say God must not exist.
The good, all-powerful God of the Bible cannot exist.  Evil exists. If He were both good and all-powerful, He would stop it.  Therefore He must either not be good or He must not be powerful enough to stop it.

The fact that there is such a reaction of horror actually gives evidence for God. Why is there built into us the knowledge that something like this is evil? If there is an evil, there is a good. We know the world is broken because we have a sense of how it ought to be.

An atheist, naturalist position cannot be maintained. We just evolved with no intelligent purpose. We are just complex machines. If machines, no right or wrong. Murder is shutting down the machine. Horror or love are chemical reactions, nothing more.

Even atheists cannot live as though this is true. Even though they claim no God, they cannot live as though there is no God.  Ruth's cousin wants us to think there is meaning and compassion as she cares for the sick and hurting.  She wants to think there is love between her and her husband. We don't say that there is no compassion or love, because there is. God made us that way. But it's inconsistent for an atheist to say so.

We can actually use this as a witnessing tool. Most people will acknowledge that this is wrong in any culture at any time. In doing so they are admitting a moral absolute. 

If there is a moral absolute, there must be a moral judge. Wouldn't it be smart to find out what else is on that judge's list? Wouldn't it pay to find out?

We need to gently and prayerfully nudge people toward the end of their assumptions. If morality is our own personal invention, then this man's invention was different than ours, but not wrong. Most people can't live there.

People say, We can do what we want unless it hurts someone. This hurt others, that's why it was wrong. But who says we can't hurt someone else. Who made that the rule?

Final thought:

Rather than God being distant and uncaring, He did the opposite. In spite of our sin and rebellion and because of it, He entered the world himself as a human being and suffered. He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 

Ezekiel 33:11 No delight in the death of the wicked. Why will you die?

Deut 30:19 I have set before you life and death. Choose life.

Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem and its fate.

God sees us tangled up in our sin and basically cries for us because he knows what we are getting ourselves into, but we are careless and plodding forward. Our perspective is warped.
