Justification

--Berkhof's Theology

 dikaios—This word is peculiar in that it never expresses what a thing is in itself, but always what it is in relation to something else, to some standard outside of it, to which it ought to correspond. In classical Greek, for instance, dikaios is applied to a wagon, a horse, or something else to indicate that it is fit for its intended use. 

In Scripture, a man is called dikaios when , in the judgment of God, his relation to the law is what it ought to be, or when his life is such as is required by his judicial relation to God. 

Justification is a judicial act of God, in which He declares, on the basis of the righteousness of Jesus Christ, that all the claims of the law are satisfied with respect to the sinner. 

It involves forgiveness of sins, and restoration to divine favor. 

1) Juestification removes the guilt of sin and restores the sinner to all the filial rights involved in his state as a child of God.

2) Justification takes place outside of the sinner in the tribunal of God, and does not change his inner life.

3) Justification takes place once for all. Man is either fully justified or he is not justified at all.

--Ungers Bible Dictionary

Justification is a divine act whereby an infinitely Holy God judicially declares a believing sinner to be righteous and acceptable before Him because Christ has borne the sinner's sin on the cross, and “has been made unto him righteousness”  

--Some References

Romans 3:24-30; Romans 4:5-8; Romans 5:1-9; Romans 8:1, 32-34; Galatians 2:16; Galatians 3:10-29; Titus 3:7; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Philippians 3:9; Hebrews 10:14

