Text:  Acts 17:22-31

I. We need to be careful that our methods and message are Biblical

A. Because people’s destiny depends on an accurate presentation

B. People have a tendency to change it to a works approach

C. We have a tendency to change it from God-centered to man-centered.

II. God as Sovereign Creator (verses 24, 26)

A. Acts 14:15 

B. Romans 1:19-20

III. God provides all good things for our needs

A. Acts 17:25  Life, breath and all things

B. Sun shines on the just and the unjust

C. Acts 14:17 he did us good, rain, fruitful seasons, food, gladness

D. Romans 1:21 Not thankful

IV. Man has enough knowledge and is responsible to seek the Lord based on I and II

A. See Romans 1:19-21; Acts 14:17 and Acts 17:27, 28

B. The sin is not glorifying God as God and not being thankful

C. Nebuchadnezzar story Daniel 4 & 5

V. God has temporarily overlooked man’s sin

A. Acts 17:30

B. Acts 14:16

C. II Peter 3:1-9

VI. But now commands all to repent

A. God commands all to repent

1. Acts 14:15

2. Acts 17:30

3. Acts 20:21

4. Acts 26:20
VII. He has appointed a day of judgment

A.  That forbearance will come to an end

1. II Peter 3:10

B. He has appointed a day of judgment

1. Acts 17:30-31

2. Appointed unto men once to die and after this the judgment

C. He has appointed the judge 

1. Acts 17:31

2. Acts 10:42

D. He proved it by raising him from the dead.

VIII. We are to embrace the Son

A. Acts 10:38-43

B. Acts 20:21

C. Acts 26:20

D. Psalm 2:12

IX. Whoever does so will be saved

A. John 3:15,16-18

B. John 12:46

C. Romans 9:33

D. Romans 10:11

E. I John 5:1

F. Acts 16:31

X. The meaning of faith

A. Mental

1. Romans 10:14-17

B. Emotional

1. Romans 6:27; 15:13

C. Volitional – of the will, submits to Christ and trusts him alone

1. Romans 10:9,10

D. Produces authentic obedience

E. Examples of non-saving faith

1. John 8:31 ff

2. James 2:19

Presenting the Gospel in a Pagan World

(Key passages:  Acts 10, Acts 17, Acts 20, Romans 1)

1. Why is it important to make sure we have a Biblical approach to presenting the gospel?

2. The apostles emphasized that God was the sovereign creator. Why is this important?

3. What things does the average unbeliever receive from God?

4. The Bible says that all have sinned. What are the major sins that are emphasized in this lesson?

5. Besides being thankful, what are people responsible for doing according to  Acts 17: 27?

6. In several places Scripture says that God has overlooked man’s sins.   What does this mean?

7. What should we tell people that God has commanded all to do?

8. Who is going to be the judge on judgment day and how did God demonstrate this?

9. What do we need to tell people to do with respect to Jesus rather than wait to meet Him on judgment day?

10. What will be the result?

11.  What are the main things involved in true saving faith?

