I. Issues related to law and grace

a. We are not under law but under grace Romans 6:14

i. This does not imply continuation in sin! Romans 6:15

b. Justification (declaration of righteousness) does not come through the law, but through grace. Galatians 2:21; Gal 3:11,12, 17, 18;  Gal  5:4; Romans 3:20-24; Acts 13:39

c. By grace, Christ’s perfect righteousness is imputed (placed to our credit) and our sinfulness is imputed to him. 2 Cor 5:21; Romans 5:1-20 esp vs 19; Romans 10:1-13; Romans 8:1-4

1. Just as Adam’s sin made us sinners, Christ’s obedience makes us righteous. One is just as real as the other. Romans 5

d. The purpose of the law was never a saving matter but always a tool to drive us to Christ and grace. Romans 5:20; Romans 7:7; Romans 8:2,3 Gal 3:19-24

e. We are not under law because we have died to it. It has no jurisdiction over dead men. Romans 7:1-6; Galatians 2:19-21; 

f. Therefore service is in the spirit and not the letter.  Romans 2:29; Romans 7:6, 7; Romans 8:1-13; II Cor 3:4-18;

g. The law actually gives sin its power I Cor 15:56; Romans 7:7-12

h. Our relationship to the law is as a slave to master whereas after redemption it is as an adult son with father. Galatians 4:1-7

i. We stand in righteousness based on notes discussed in (b.) above. Our righteous behavior is a product of growing in grace and from the operation of the spirit. Romans 8:1-13; Galatians 5:16-18 (vs 17 is sometimes interpreted incorrectly. It basically says that the flesh and spirit are contrary to each other with the spirit defeating the flesh so that we don’t do the things we otherwise would. In other words, the Spirit is strong enough to counter the flesh in the believer.)

j. Law is not for the righteous person I Timothy 1:9

k. Not only is salvation by grace through faith, but standing (vs falling) and growing are all by grace through faith and not through the works of the law.

i. II Pet 3:18; Gal 3:1-9; Romans 14:4; Phil 2:13; Heb 13:20,21

l. Efforts to produce righteousness or to please God by either reverting back to Judaism as the Jews were prone to do or by adding human ascetic regulations to the Christian life do not work, are prohibited, move us from under the grace principle of living.

1. Col 2:8-23 he made us alive together with Christ when we were dead in trespasses and sins. He wiped out the handwriting that was against us nailing it to his cross. The food, drink, festivals and Sabbaths are the shadow. (Heb 8:5; Heb 10:1) The reality is in Christ. Since we died to the principles of the world, we are not to get involved again in rules such as don’t taste, don’t touch, etc.

2. Gal 4:3, 8-11 He calls them beggarly elements

3. Gal 5:1 In the case of circumcision, neither circumcision or uncircumcision avails anything! Even though it was mandated by God. The person who puts himself under the law is debtor to keep the whole law.

4. I Timothy 4:1-7
