The Lord’s Prayer

I. Introduction

A. Not an expert

B. We will look at a few introductory verses and then spend the bulk of our time looking at the Lord’s prayer.

C. Things that I am learning about prayer

1. It demonstrates utter dependence on God

2. Prayer is work.  Romans 15:30

3. God tells us to ask.  James 4:2;  and keep on asking Luke 11

4. Predominant teaching on prayer is that God answers prayer

(look at promises we read in reading 655)

II. Our Father in heaven  (Matt 6:9)

A. As we begin to look at this prayer, I want you to ask yourself – is this what I really want?  Even if I don’t necessarily use this prayer much, are these the things I want?

B. We come to God as a Father

C. Boldly before the throne of Grace

D. We are being heard by someone who is sympathetic to our need and our situation.

III. Hallowed be your name

A. Lord we want your name to be holy.

We want him honored. We want his rules to be followed.  Lord may I not bring reproach on your name today. May my life enhance your glory.

B. We want to order our lives in such a way that He is not defamed.  How does that happen?

1. Titus 2:5 and I peter 3:7  family relationships

2. Romans 2:17-24  Living a life inconsistent with the truth.

C. How high on your priority list is prayer that the name of God be hallowed?  In your heart of hearts is this a concern to you and me?  Then why don’t we pray it?

IV. Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

A. In this phrase you are asking for God’s kingdom to come.  Has it come to your heart?  Does God rule there?

B. Will you be happy when his kingdom comes?

Yes – all this heartache and sin will be done away and we’ll have peace and joy.



Is there anything you’ll miss?



Yes, the trees and flowers, the joy of family and friends, the joy of doing well at some project. But we’ll have similar things – only better in God’s kingdom.


Yes, but I’m asking not about things that are good and right and wholesome that will be replaced by things of the same kind but of a higher order. I’m asking about things that will not be in God’s kingdom because they are not fit.  Things like pride, greed, boasting, lust, sneaky things that are kind of fun to try to get away with.

C. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

1. You are asking that God’s will will be done here on earth just like it is being done in heaven – and that starts with our hearts.

2. You are saying to God, please help me do your will here just like others are doing it in heaven. Let my family, children, church do things your way.  That is what I want and that is what I am asking for. Please let your will be done now.

3. What about the thought life?  Is God’s will being done there?

4. In some cases this brings about a battle because some of the territory has been given over to Satan. In this prayer, you are asking for God’s rule to be the law of the land of your heart and mind.

V. Give us this day our daily bread.

A. God has promised to meet all our needs and he knows about this one. Why pray for it?

B. I think there are three reasons.

1. Acknowledge our total dependence.

2. Helps identify real needs as distinguished from wants

3. Brings consistency.

a. When we want things out of line with the characteristics of this prayer, but pray these things anyway, there is a dischord there.

b. When we are consistent and pray for things not in accord with the will of God, we know that’s not right either.

C. Does this mean we cannot ask for our wants?

1. This shows our total dependence even for our needs.

2. God tells us to seek his kingdom first and all the rest will be added. He tells us to delight ourselves in him and he will give us the desires of our heart.

3. Certainly we are also to pray for things that will meet the needs of others.  

4. There’s certainly nothing wrong with praying for certain wants within the guidelines of Scripture.  After all, he told us to ask.

VI. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

A. Admission of sin.  I John 1:9

B. Two kinds – justification and fellowship.

C. Confusion over verses 14 and 15.

1. You are asking God to treat you the way you treat others.

2. This focuses you on your responsibility to treat others the way you would want to be treated.  

3. It forces us to look at our motivation.  

4. We want to be remembered, encouraged, cried with, greeted, invited over, visited with cookies, etc.  Go and do the same to others.

VII. Do not lead us into temptation

A. God is not tempted and he doesn’t tempt (James 1:13)

B. Why this request then?

1. Because it reminds us that our temptations come from within.

2. It reminds us that we cannot handle temptations on our own. We are dependent.

3. Sometimes we hope that God doesn’t guard us to close because we want room to play.

4. Sometimes we think we are stronger than we are.

VIII. Deliver us from the evil one.

A. He roams around like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.

B. We don’t have enough respect for the unseen battle.

1. We don’t pray this because we are so confident that God is guarding us and we are just resting in his arms?

2. I don’t think we really believe we are the target of his attacks.

3. We need to put on the armor as he explains in Eph.  And he ends that section talking about praying with all prayer and supplication in the spirit and watching to that end.  The battle calls for alertness and what better way to remind ourselves of this than to pray for deliverance from the evil one.

IX. For yours is the kingdom and the power and glory forever, Amen.

A. The kingdom belongs to God. He is the ruler. He decides who lives and dies. Our allegiance is to him and to no one else.

B. His is all the power. He holds the power of life and death. He holds the power of hell. He holds the power to build or destroy.  It is at his discretion that you breathe another breath or live another day.

C. His is the glory.  Man is like the grass of the field. He gave man the gifts to write a symphony or build a skyscraper or program a computer.  Sometimes we idolize man.  Look at the athletes and their strength.  We lift them up.  The Bible says that God does not delight in the legs of a man.  It means nothing to him.  Psalm 147:4-11

D.  When we pray this last line we are admitting that the kingdom is yours, I bow to your authority, the power is yours, I submit to it, the glory is yours, I will not lift up anything else to a higher priority in my life.

X. Conclusion:  If you are like me you have a long way to go in this area of prayer. Our prayers typically narrow and somewhat trite.  Let’s challenge one another to use this model prayer with its several components to build a stronger more Biblical prayer life.

