Meditations on the Attributes of God

Holiness and Righteousness
Holiness 
1.  The root word for holy in the Old Testament means to cut or to ________________.


a. God is absolutely distinct from His creatures and is exalted above them in majesty.


b. Because of this distinction, God is completely separate from moral evil and sin.



1 Samuel 2:2  No one is ________  like the _________.



Isaiah 57:15 His name is ________ and dwells in a __________  and _______  place



Hosea 11:9


Job 34:10


Isaiah 6:1-6



Hab. 1:13


Numbers 23:19



Isaiah 55:8


Heb 7:26



James 1:13


Luke 16:15

2. God calls us to acknowledge His holiness and to come join Him in it.



Be __________ for I am _________.  I Peter 1:15, 16



Come _______  and be _______________.  2 Cor 6:17



Lev 20:24-26


Psalm 29:2

Heb 12:14

3.  The process of God's work in making us holy is called sanctification.

We are sanctified through the ________  of Christ, through the____________


and through the ___________.



Heb. 13:12


2 Thess 2:13

Ephesians 5:26


God is at work to sanctify us completely – body, soul and spirit. 1 Thess 5:23

Righteousness
1. Righteousness is conformity to the law of God. God is perfectly righteous, with no flaws, errors, mistakes, or deviations from what is moral and just.


Psalm 89:14

Psalm 45:6, 7

2. We, on the other hand, are not righteous.


Isaiah 64:6

Romans 3:10

3. God's law is perfectly holy and righteous. Romans 7:10


Punishment is required by justice.  Reward is of grace based on the covenant promises of God.


(Luke 17:10)

4. God offers His own righteousness in exchange for our unrighteousness. Phil 3:9

5. Then works His righteousness in us from the inside out through the power of the Holy Spirit.


 Romans 8:4

Meditations on the Attributes of God

Holiness and Righteousness

Holiness 
1.  The root word for holy in the Old Testament means to cut or to _separate_.

a. God is absolutely distinct from His creatures and is exalted above them in majesty.



This is his basic and core attribute. The gulf between us and God is great, specially because of the next point. God is separate from moral evil and sin. 



b. Because of this distinction, God is completely separate from moral evil and sin.
God is separate from sinners. He is of purer eyes than to behold evil. He is utterly distinct from us. 

Totally exalted, totally perfect in every way. Unable to 


1 Samuel 2:2  No one is holy  like the Lord.



Isaiah 57:15 His name is holy and dwells in a high  and holy  place



Hosea 11:9 I am God and not man.  The holy one in your midst.



Job 34:10 Far be it from God to do wickedness



Hab. 1:13 You are of purer eyes than to behold evil



Numbers 23:19 God is not  a man that he should lie



Isaiah 55:8
My thoughts are not your thoughts nor my ways your ways.



Luke 16:15  What is highly esteemed among men is an abomination to God



Heb 7:26  Separate from sinners



James 1:13 God does not tempt with evil



And of course there is the familiar passage in Isaiah 6 where he says I saw the Lord high and lifted up. 
Amazing thing!!  He calls us to come and join him on the other side of the gulf.  
2. God calls us to acknowledge His holiness and to come join Him in it.



Be for holy I am ___holy______.  I Peter 1:15, 16



Come out and be separate.  2 Cor 6:17
-->-->-->Turn to Lev 20:24-26




Psalm 29:2
worship lord in beauty of holiness



Heb 12:10, 14 God's discipline is that we might participate in his holiness. Without holiness we won't see the Lord.
3.  The process of God's work in making us holy is called sanctification.

We are sanctified through the blood  of Christ, through the Word

and through the spirit


Heb. 13:12


2 Thess 2:13

Ephesians 5:26


God is at work to sanctify us completely – body, soul and spirit. 1 Thess 5:23

Without going into too much detail, there are three types or conditions of sanctification. We stand sanctified before God because of the work of Christ. In actual practice we are being sanctified more and more and ultimately we will be both positionally in practice
Righteousness
1. Righteousness is conformity to the law of God. God is perfectly righteous, with no flaws, errors, mistakes, or deviations from what is moral and just.


Psalm 89:14  Righteousness and justice foundations



Psalm  45:6, 7  Scepter of righeousness, love righeousness and hate wickedness

2. We, on the other hand, are not righteous. Here is where the gulf between us and God is really large.

Isaiah 64:6
filthy rags
Romans 3:10 none righteous

We're not as bad as we could be, but every aspect of our lives both in thoughts word and deed are tainted by sin and failure to measure up to the standard.
**Read this passage 3. God's law is perfectly holy and righteous. Romans 7:10

12 Therefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy and just and good. 
The law is holy. It is totally other than our nature. It is just and it is good. The law of God perfectly reflects his nature and when he asks us to keep it, he is asking us to be like himself.

Everything God does is just and right. Every infraction will receive a just reward (Heb 2:2)  

Punishment is a requirement of righteousness and justice

Reward is not required. It is only given because of the covenant promises of God. Luke 17:10

10 So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’ ” 
The GOSPEL!!
4. God offers His own righteousness in exchange for our unrighteousness. Phil 3:9

God has committed himself to work His righteousness in us through the Holy Spirit. When we are chastened, it is so that we won't be condemned with the world. 1 cor 11:32

5. Then works His righteousness in us from the inside out through the power of the Holy Spirit.


 Romans 8:4

4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
How can God remain totally separate from sin and totally righteous and yet let us off the hook? The answer is that all of the punishment that sin and disobedience requires was inflicted on his son on the cross.  ROMANS 3:26 
And scripture tells us that as we confess our sins he is faithful and righteous to forgive.
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Independent,  and Unchanging

Independence
God is self-existent. He is uncaused. The fact that He exists is necessary and has always been necessary. Nothing brought Him into being. He doesn't depend on anything else. He is not only independent in Himself, but everything else depends on Him.

Psalm 94:8ff; Isaiah 40:18ff; John 5:26; Acts 7:25; Romans 11:33,34; Daniel 4:35; Romans 9:19; Ephesians 1:5; Revelation 4:11; Psalm 115:3; Psalm 3:11

Unchanging

1.  God's life does not change.  Psalm 93:2; Jeremiah 10:10; Romans 1:23; 1 Timothy 6:16; Psalm 90:2; Psalm 102:26ff;Malachi 3:6

2.  God's character does not change. Exodus 3:14, 15; James 1:17

3.  God's truth does not change. Isaiah 40:6ff; Psalm 119:89, 152

4. God's purposes do not change. 1 Samuel 15:29; Numbers 23:19; Psalm 33:11; Hebrews 6:17ff


Note that God has different purposes for different groups of people, i.e. Israel / Church


Also God has different purposes in different periods of time or dispensations.


Be careful of the phrase, “Every promise in the book is mine.”

5. God's Son does not change. Hebrews 13:8

Some difficult passages: Genesis 6:6ff; 1 Samuel 15:11; 2 Samuel 24:16; Jonah 3:10; Joel 2:13ff

The key:  God doesn't change, but man does. As man's relationship to God changes, His attitude toward man appears to change. See Psalm 18:26, 27; Proverbs 12:22 for example.

Some thoughts and questions to meditate on:
How can it encourage us to think that God hasn't changed between “Bible times” and now?

How can your assurance be strengthened by focusing on God's unchanging character and purposes?

Could focusing on God's unchanging character help us in the area of anxiety and worry?
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The Majesty of God

The word 'majesty' comes from the Latin – it means greatness.
The Bible uses the word 'majesty' to describe the greatness of God.  Look at Psalm 93:1 ff; Psalm 145:5; 2 Peter 1:15; Hebrews 1:3; 8:1.
The majesty of God invites us to worship.  See Psalm 48:1; Psalm 95:3,6 for example.
There are two ways through which we can improve our concept of God's greatness.  The first is to remove from our thoughts of God limits that would make Him small. The second is to  compare Him with powers and forces which we consider great.
1. Removing thoughts of limitation in God
For example, we could meditate on Psalm 139


What verses demonstrate that there are no limits to God's presence with me?


What verses demonstrate that there are no limits to God's knowledge of me?


What verses demonstrate no limits of God's power in relation to me?


You could study Job 38-41 following the same idea.

2. Comparison with powers we're familiar with.
For example we could meditate on Isaiah 40:12 ff.


Compare God with the things you have done:  Verse 12


Compare with your wisdom and understanding: Verses 13-14


Compare to the nations of the world and their power: Verses 15-17


Compare with the size and complexity of the earth: Verses 21, 22


Compare with powerful men: Verses 23, 24


Compare with the vastness of the universe: Verse 26

Reflect on the three questions given in verses 25, 27 and 28.   Who is like our God?!
Much of this material obtained from Knowing God, by J. I. Packer, InterVarsity Press
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The Wisdom of God
Wisdom is the power to see, and the inclination to choose, the best and highest goal, together with the surest means of attaining it.*
God's wisdom undergirded by God's power is a common Scriptural understanding of God's nature.

See Job 9:4; Job 12:13; Job 36:5; Isaiah 40:26, 28; Daniel 2:20; Romans 16:25, 27
God's wisdom is always active, and never fails. We will misunderstand what God is doing if we don't recognize the goal toward which God is working in the world and in our lives.

God's goal is that man should praise and glorify God, thanking Him in everything and using what


God has provided according to His will and as a result enjoying both the gifts and the Giver.
If God loves us so much why does He allow difficult and painful circumstances in our lives?  Wouldn't wisdom require Him to give us peace and comfort?

Job 23:10; Psalm 73:25   What is God's goal??

John Piper puts it this way:  God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.

Wisdom is a communicable attribute of God. This means it is an attribute that He can share with us.

James 1:5 If any lacks wisdom, he should _________  of God.
The wisdom God gives us is NOT the ability to see the big picture of what God is up to. We are not taken into the back room and shown the whole scheme of things. Deuteronomy 29:29
God does not want us to fret over the big picture. He wants us to walk humbly with Him moment by moment, making wise choices as we encounter the various circumstances of life.

Micah 6:8  

Ecclesiastes 5:1-5

Ecclesiastes 9:7-10

Ecclesiastes 12:13



1 Thess 4:11

Matthew 6:33, 34
*Definition from Knowing God by J. I. Packer
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The God Who Speaks
God communicated among the trinity before creation. John 17:24; Genesis 1:26
God communicates to:



establish our environment – creation, laws, promises, testimony


establish fellowship

Look for examples of these in the first three chapters of Genesis.
God's Final Word: John 1; Hebrews 1:1-2
God's Word is omnipotent:  Psalm 147:15-18; 148:8; Isaiah 55:10 f.
God's Word is true: Psalm 31:5; Isaiah 65:16; Psalm 108:4; Psalm 119:160

His commandments are true: Psalm 119:151

His promises are true: Joshua 21:45; Numbers 23:19
Some other references to the character of God's Word:

Jeremiah 23:29; Jeremiah 15:16; Psalm 12:6; Hebrews 4:12; Hebrews 1:3; 2 Peter 3:5-7

Proverbs 30:5; 1 Thess 2:13; Psalm 33:4, 6; Isaiah 40:8; Isaiah 66:2; Psalm 19:7-11
“Word of the Lord”   281 times in Scripture
“Word of God”  56 times
“Hear the Word of the Lord” 36 times;  
Meditations on the Attributes of God

Merciful and Gracious

Mercy is that aspect of God's love that withholds punishment and extends kindness even when the opposite is warranted.

Grace is that aspect of God's love that freely provides pardon and other benefits that are undeserved.

As we meditate on these passages, look for phrases that often occur together. These often help us understand the character of God in a clearer way.

Exodus 34:6-7  And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children to the third and the fourth generation.”
Numbers 14:18-19  ‘The Lord is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression; but He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generation.’ 19 Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of Your mercy, just as You have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.” 
2 Chronicles 30:9 For if you return to the Lord, your brethren and your children will be treated with compassion by those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this land; for the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you return to Him.”
Nehemiah 9:17 They refused to obey, And they were not mindful of Your wonders That You did among them. But they hardened their necks, And in their rebellion They appointed a leader To return to their bondage. But You are God, Ready to pardon, Gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, Abundant in kindness, And did not forsake them.
Nehemiah 9:31, 32 Nevertheless in Your great mercy You did not utterly consume them nor forsake them; For You are God, gracious and merciful. “Now therefore, our God, The great, the mighty, and awesome God, Who keeps covenant and mercy: 
Psalm 86:15 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion, and gracious, Longsuffering and abundant in mercy and truth.
Psalm 89:1 I will sing of the mercies of the Lord forever; With my mouth will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations. 
See Psalm 103
Psalm 108:4 For Your mercy is great above the heavens, And Your truth reaches to the clouds. 
Psalm 116:5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; Yes, our God is merciful.
See Psalm 136
Psalm 145:8 The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy.
Isaiah 30:18 Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be gracious to you; And therefore He will be exalted, that He may have mercy on you. For the Lord is a God of justice; Blessed are all those who wait for Him. 
Joel 2:13 So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the Lord your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm.
Luke 1:50 And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to generation. 
Luke 6:36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful. 
Romans 11:32  For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all. 
Ephesians 2:4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
Hebrews 8:12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 
James 5:11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful. 
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God is Love

God is love – 1 John 4:8, 16


We have ____________ and ______________ the love God has for us. (1 John 4:16)


We ____________  him because He ____________  loved us. (1 John 4:19)

Romans 5:5 The love of God is ________  _______________in our hearts by the _________  __________.

“God is love” needs to be taken along with other statements about God: 


God is _______________   John 4:24


God is ________________  1 John 1:5

J.I. Packer, in his book Knowing God, defines God's love this way:  God's love is an exercise of His goodness towards individual sinners whereby, having identified Himself with their welfare, He has given His Son to be their Saviour, and now brings them to know and enjoy Him in a covenant relation.
We need to personalize the love God has for us as individuals.

1 John 4:16 

Jeremiah 31:3

Galatians 2:20

2 Thessalonians 2:13
God has freely bound up Himself in our welfare such that and all of heaven rejoices when we are rescued.


Luke 15:10; Jude 24
God's highest demonstration of His love toward us is the gift of His Son and His voluntary death on the cross.


John 3:16; 1 John 4:9; Romans 5:8
We can therefore claim the promises of Romans 8:28-32
