I Thess 1:1-4
It was interesting to me to see that God says the church of the Thessalonians is in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. To me that focuses in on the fact that the church is Christ’s body and his bride. There is a vital union between the church and Christ and that extends down to the visible manifestation of the church – the local church, in this case Thessalonica. Ephesians 5:30 says we are members of his flesh and bones. You can’t get more vitally connected than that.

Paul’s comment that he gives thanks to God always for them helps me to realize that I should be a man of prayer, always. I don’t pray as often as I should and when I do pray, I don’t always cover all of the ground that I should. Paul tells them that he remembers in prayer and thanks God for faith’s work in their lives, love’s labor and hope’s patience. How often do you and I remember in prayer the accomplishments of God’s work in the lives of others? For me it is not very often. Paul gives us a good example here as to what we should include in our praying. 

Finally the context of these prayers for them is the knowledge that they are the elect of God. Since that flows naturally into verse 5, I think I’ll tie that in to the next section next time.

As men who want to be faithful to the Lord, what steps can we take to learn how to pray more deeply and biblically for others?
I Thess 1:5-10

The previous verse ended with the thought that Paul had been praying for them knowing that they were elect of God. Verse 5 picks up with the word “for” which tells me that he had evidence of their election. The evidence was that the gospel did not come in word only. I think we all know what it is like when a message hits us as just words. When our hearts are cold and indifferent, the message sometimes seems like just so many words. If you’ve ever taught or preached, you know that sometimes what you say just seems to bounce around the room with very little if any life. But God has promised to use His Word. Jesus said, “The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.” John 6:63. The Word of God is quick and powerful and sharper than a two-edged sword. In Isaiah 55:11, God says that His word would not return void but would accomplish every purpose for which God sent it. Paul said that the gospel did not come in word only but in power and the Holy Spirit, and much assurance. The Word of God, when it works in the life of the elect brings much assurance. 
The result in verse 6 is that they became followers of Paul and of the Lord. The way the spread of the gospel normally works is that a faithful man (or woman) shares the gospel with another person. When that person comes to Christ, either the person who led him to the Lord or another faithful believer teaches and trains that person to become a disciple of Christ. Usually the person is both a follower of Christ and a follower of those who are his mentors. This is a special challenge for those of us who want to be faithful men. It is a challenge first of all in that we must realize that even though we are pointing people to Christ, there is a sense in which they follow us. Therefore we must be faithful followers of Christ ourselves so that we are setting a worthy example. It is a challenge also in the respect that there are many things in the world that are competing for our attention. It is not easy to make the commitment to be a discipler. It takes time and effort. Even though it takes such sacrifices, it is a very basic and fundamental concept that we are to make disciples as we go out into the world and we are to teach them what Christ has commanded us. Let’s reaffirm our commitment to be faithful men in this way.
I Thess 1:6ff

These Christians received the Word of God and became followers in much affliction. We normally don’t have too much affliction associated with our believing the Gospel. But in the case of these people, there was persecution associated with it. In spite of this, there was joy in the Holy Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is joy. Even though there was hardship associated with their making this commitment to Christ, they had joy because they knew it to be the truth and it was good news for them.  In doing so they became examples to all those around. What had happened in their lives was so dramatic that people all over the area heard about it. Wouldn’t it be an amazing thing if each local church could be the center of such a broadcast of their testimony so that the gospel spreads far and wide?  In this case, others were proclaiming what kind of reception Paul had received among the Thessalonian believers.

In addition to the reception they had given Paul, it became clearly announced that these people had turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God. This was part of what made it an event that got talked about. It wasn’t a matter of their having simply said they believed something. They actually turned from their former way of life and began to serve the God of heaven. Isn’t that an important lesson for us in the day in which we live? True believing involves repentance from the old way of life and the adoption of a new way. There is a change.

I Thess 2:1-12

I’ve been challenged by the characteristics of Paul’s ministry among the Thessalonians. Many of these attributes are applicable not only in the area of ministry, but in our day-to-day lives. In verse 2 we see that Paul was bold in our God. As Christian men we need that characteristic of boldness. I am not a very bold person by nature and it is a characteristic that I really need to work on. It’s interesting to see that the boldness is in our God. When we know where we are and who is empowering us, it makes boldness somewhat easier. Next in verse 3 we see that his teaching was free from error, uncleanness and deceit. We need to be sure that what we stand for is true to the word of God and that the motivation behind our stand for Christ is not tainted by uncleanness and deceit. It’s even possible to deceive ourselves so we need to be careful to be pure in all our motives. In verse 4 we find that we should be pleasing God and not man. In verse 5 we see that we should not use flattery or covetousness in our dealings. It seems obvious at first glance that we should be this way and in my heart I immediately had the sense of defensiveness to say that I’m not this way. But then as we begin to examine ourselves and our motives, I think that many times there are subtle trends toward flattery or covetousness in what we are doing. Sometimes we covet people’s respect or admiration and that becomes a motive for doing “right” rather than the motive of pleasing God. In verse 6 Paul says that he did not seek glory from men. In verse 7 he speaks of gentleness – gentle as a nursing mother. We as men don’t find that to be a normal trait of ours. In our culture gentleness is not a manly trait. But I Timothy 3:3 says an overseer is to be gentle. In 2 Tim 2:24 the servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle. In Titus 3:2 he is told to teach people to be gentle. And isn’t gentleness one of the fruits of the Spirit. We need to learn this as men. 
In summary Paul says in verse 10 “how devoutly and justly and blamelessly” we were among you.  We need to learn to live in such a way that these characteristics are demonstrated in our lives.

I Thess 2:1-12 The evangel of God.

Gospel comes from the Greek word that’s transliterated into English as “evangel”. It literally means good news. We all know what it is like to receive good news. Three places in this chapter Paul talks about the Gospel of God – verses 2, 8, and 9. (Also mentioned in Rom 1:1, Rom 15:16, 2 Cor 11:7 and I Pet 4:17)  In verse 2 he spoke the gospel of God. In verse 8 he imparted the gospel of God and in verse 9 he preached the gospel of God. I’ve known for ages that gospel meant good news and I knew that the apostles preached the gospel and we are to do the same. But I guess I never thought much before about the phrase “Gospel of God”.  What does it mean, “The good news of God?” Does it mean God’s good news or the good news about God? I’m not a Greek scholar, but it looks to me like it’s God’s good news. As we approach this Christmas season we are reminded of the announcement of the Angels when they brought good tidings of great joy. I find that I need to rekindle in my own heart the thought that this is the God’s good news. He is the one who came to proclaim it. It’s His by design and by announcement. We are the ones who sinned against Him and are in rebellion against the King. He is the one who sent His Son to seek and to save the lost. The good news isn’t that there is a God or that He wants us to feel better in the middle of all of the problems we face. He came to rescue us from an impossible situation. It is His good news announced to us as mere specks on this speck of a planet in the vast universe. Don’t we owe Him a tremendous amount of praise for all He has done for us? 
