Luke 15:1-3; 11-32
I. Jesus told 3 parables about lost things in this passage


Two groups of listeners



Sinners were gathering



Scribes and Pharisees were there too


You know about the constant sparring



Jesus regularly drew sinners and outcasts



Pharisees were constantly criticizing


I want to focus on the one we call Prodigal Son


Tell the story
We really have the story of two lost sons here. There are two ways of not being in fellowship with the father.

2. Younger


Asked his portion =1/3  This was bold and disrespectful in



That culture


After realizing his way didn’t work, he crafted a confession



Sinned; make me a hired servant (one with wages)


Father’s response: runs, embraces, best robe, sandals



 Full Restoration

Did not listen to rest of confession


No earning his way back – Grace


Father provided everything

God’s love and forgiveness – forgives, pardons restores lifts
God be merciful to me a sinner – He justifies the truly repentant

3. Older


Furious – refuses to attend


He publically disgraces his father


He casts no confidence vote


You never gave me a party


Probably angry because of cost because brother was



Heir again


I worked – He wasted, I have rights – you owe me


Story ends- older is out of fellowship and not at the party.

There are two kinds of lostness. Even though most of us here are saved, there are two tendencies left in our flesh that we need to be careful of. 

Most people view two alternatives. The one son was the wayward one, it would be better to be like the other son. But that’s not true. These two ways are both wrong.

Self discovery, riotous living, worldliness, do my own thing vs. moral conformity, moralism, niceness.

Both wanted to make own decisions and have control

One wanted out from under, couldn’t stand the rules

Other, obedience was his way of control. He usurped his father as judge and savior. He wanted the money more than he wanted his Father. Father’s happiness had never been his goal

He was in the more desperate situation.

Notice “Slaved”  He had a joyless, fear based service.

Some of us like that – labor for god’s blessing or avoid bad things

Lack assurance of Father’s love. Everytime something bad happens we wonder what we didn’t do right.

Notice several things:

1. God initiates the restoration – both of them.

2. Repentance must go deepr than lists. Remorse and regret can be part of the self saving project. Have you ever wondered if you’ve been sorry enough. 

Sin is deeper than the lists. It is attempt to be God – to rule. We tend to work for God and love him for what we can get from him
In our repentance, we need to repent from the reasons for doing right. 

3. Jesus is the elder brother that is missing in this story. 


Came to seek and save the lost (other parables was seeker)


He lived a perfect life that get’s credited to us


He gives the gift of faith


He grants repentance


He seeks and calls us.


It costs the true elder brother in order to provide these things.


(It cost the elder bro. in the story too, but he wasn’t happy about it.)

4. At the end there is a lavish party.


Marriage Supper Rev 19:6-10

1000 year reign  Rev 20:6

New H and E Rev 21:1-4; 22-27;22:1-5


Isaiah 25:6-9

The kingdom of God is about individual salvation, but it is also about fellowship. The elder son was excluded because he could not see his sinful nature.

Just a side note for you to think about. Salvation and eternity are not about spiritual living – ghostly like existence. God made this world to be inhabited and to be enjoyed. It is under the curse so we rightly say this world is not my home. The whole system is arrayed against us, but creation itself is not bad. In our eternal state there will be a new heaven and new earth. There will be sights and sounds and tastes. We will have bodies fit for that existence. There will be cities and nations and stuff going on that we can enjoy without the taint of sin with its temptations.
So we’ve seen that there’s two ways to be lost. One to go off the deep end and throw aside all restraint

Or we can be upright and moral for all of the wrong reasons seeking to earn points with God.

Real salvation brings acknowledgement of sin, but the receipt of the gracious gifts of the father’s love, unmerited, unearned, undeserved, given with no regard whatsoever to how good we are. That kind of grace drives us to loving joyful obedience to God and fellowship with his children.
