Study of the Holy Spirit in the Book of Acts
Intro - What does Jesus say about the Holy Spirit in the Gospels?

Look at these verses and look at who is sending the Spirit and why and then what is the Spirit’s task?

John 14:16, 26; Ask Father and he will give; Father will send in my name; Teach bring to remembrance
John 15:26 I will send from the Father; Spirit of truth
John 16:7, 13 Convict world of sin righteousness, judgment; Guide you into all truth
See also Acts 2:33 Having received from the Father, He poured out what you see
Look at the order of events and accompanying signs. Note who the assembled group was, the relationship of the Spirit to baptism, laying on hands, and signs such as tongues.

Acts 2:1-4 Filled with Spirit, spoke in tongues
Acts 2:38 Repent, be baptized, forgiveness, gift of H.S.
Acts 8:14-18 received Word, hands, Spirit
Acts 9:17-18 Paul – hands, received Spirit, baptized
Acts 10:44-48 Holy Spirit fell, tongues then baptism
Acts 11: 14-18 words by which saved, baptism in Spirit (fell on them) God granted repentance to life
Acts 15:8-9 God knew the hearts, bore witness, purified hearts by faith (refers back to Cornelius)
Acts 19:1-6 Baptized, hands, Spirit, tongues
Can we discern a difference between baptism of the Spirit and being filled with the Spirit.

What almost always happens in conjunction with being filled?

Luke 1:67; Acts 2:4; Acts 4:8; 4:31; Acts 13:9; Ephesians 5:18, 19 They were filled then spoke
What is baptism in the Spirit and when does it occur? Do all Christians have this happen to them?

I Corinthians 12:13; Acts 1:5  Baptism in Spirit happens to all Christians at conversion
What other acts are attributed to the Spirit in the book of Acts?

Acts 1:16; Acts 5:32; Acts 8:29; Acts 13:1-4; Acts 16:6-7; Acts 20:23

Spoke        witness      said             sent             forbid           testified
Other References to the Ministry and Work of Holy Spirit in the Epistles

There is only one – Eph 4:3,4 There is only one Spirit. There is a unity. Spirit doesn’t give divided opinions. Two people having spirit will agree. If not one is wrong or both are. There is room for growth. What the Spirit has taught you He may not have taught someone else yet. 
Spirit given by faith – Galatians 3:5 Spirit is given/received by faith. No formula or works to accomplish. Closely related to salvation. See “Gives Life toward bottom of the notes.”
Dwells in believers – I Cor 3:16; I Cor 6:19; Gal 4:6; Romans 8:16

We are the temple. Spirit lives in our hearts. He bears witness with our spirit. The terminology of dwelling in our hearts is not cultural vocabulary it is biblical.
We are supposed to walk according to and set mind on – Rom 8:4,5, 9

Tie this with Power to Defeat flesh below. Victory doesn’t come from law-keeping. That was Paul’s trouble in Romans 7. Who will deliver him? The Spirit. We are to walk according to the Spirit and set mind on the things of the Spirit. To consistently not do so is evidence of not having spirit at all.
Reveals truth – I Cor 2:10-14

God reveals truth through his spirit. This passage is often misused. “Eye hath not seen…what God has prepared.” But….God has revealed to us through his spirit. We can’t forget the BUT. 
Spirit is also source of Inspiration of scripture 2 Peter 1:21
Down payment, guarantee, first fruits – 2 Cor 1:22; Eph 1:13; Rom 8:23

Spirit is the down payment and guarantee of what is to come. He seals and secures us for eternity. A down payment is lost if the person doesn’t follow through on the rest of the bargain. God would lose if he didn’t follow through on the rest. The giving of the spirit proves how serious God is about the rest of what was promised.
Provides access to Father – Eph 2:18

It is through the spirit we have access to the father.
Sanctification – I Peter 1:2; 2 Thess 2:13; Gal 5:22 

Spirit sets us apart for God --sanctification
Power to defeat flesh Romans 8

Spirit provides the victory needed over the flesh. 
Effective for victory 2 Cor 3:3 ff

The letter kills. Using the law to try to gain victory is doomed to failure.
Prays for us- Romans 8:26

It doesn’t say when we don’t know what to pray for as we ought. I says we do not know how to pray as we ought and therefore the Spirit prays for us according to the will of God.
Should not quench or grieve – I Thess 5:19; Eph 4:30

It is wrong to put out the fire of the spirit, to dampen him so that he is not effective in our lives. It is also wrong to grieve him by going against him or doing those things that offend him. Remember he is in our body the temple.
Gives life – Rom 8:2, 10, 11; Gal 6:8; Born of Spirit John 3:8
The spirit is a life-giving spirit. God breathed into the first man the breath of life. The new birth is caused by the spirit. Like the wind that you cannot tell where it is going so are those born of the spirit. 
Power providing – Acts 1:8; 10:38; Rom 15:13; I Thess 1:5; 2 Tim 1:7  

The spirit provides power to Jesus, the apostles and us. The gospel comes in power through the Holy Spirit. God has not given us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of power.
Provides Spiritual Gifts – I Corinthians 12 – 14

Each Christian is given a gift or gifts with which to function within the body and should not seek gifts that others have. They are given as the spirit wills and not as the person wills.
Overview of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in I Corinthians 12-14
1. As we have seen, the Holy Spirit affects our speech. (12:3)

a. No one in the Spirit can say Jesus is accursed
b. No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in Holy Spirit
2. God creates variety (12:4-6)

a. Varieties of gifts – same Spirit
b. Varieties of ministries – same Lord
c. Varieties of energizings – same God
3. Manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one  (12:7)

a. For what purpose? Profit of all
4. He gives to each one as He wills. (12:11)

5. The church is one body, but many members. (12:12)

6. Members are placed as He pleased. (12:18)

7. Purpose of His placement is so that there would be no schism (12:25)

8. Do all have the same gifts? (12:29-30)  No
9. The challenge is to go for the most excellent way, which is what? Love        (12:31)

10. Love never fails (13:8)

11. Prophecy  and knowledge will be caused to cease by something else.

Tongues will cease in and of itself. 

12. In 14:1 what is to be desired especially? That you may prophesy.
13. What is the definition of New Testament prophecy in 14:3?

Speaking edification, exhortation and comfort
14. What is the goal in the New Testament Church services? See verses 5, 6, 9, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19.

Understanding and edification
15. In 14:21, Paul refers back to Isaiah 28:11. This is a prophecy of judgment because people mocked Isaiah and God’s message.

16. Tongues are a sign to unbelievers,  particularly unbelieving Jews.

17. Prophecy (preaching) brings convincing and conviction which are result of the working of the Holy Spirit and the Word.

18. Notice the rules to govern tongues even when they are biblically manifested. (14:27ff)

a. (vs 27) Let 2 or 3 speak in tongues but one should interpret.
b. (vs 29) Let 2 or 3 prophecy while the others judge. (See also Acts 17:11)

c. (vs 31) The purpose that all may learn and all may be encouraged.

d. (vs 34) Let women be silent in the church. 

19. What is Paul’s challenge to those who think differently? (vs 37-38) Let him acknowledge that the things I write are the commandments of the Lord.
Gospel Analysis in Acts
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	Acts 10:24
	Acts 17
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	Paul
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	Gentile Athenians
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Life
	
	God will judge world through Him. 

	
Death
	
	

	
Resurrection
	
	God raised Him from the dead

	
Current Position
	
	

	
Future Reign
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