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I. Introduction (1:1-1:9)

A. A Word about Colosse
1. Located in western Turkey, 120 mi. e of Ephasus

2. In 430 BC it was thriving city

3. Destroyed in earthquake in 60 AD

4. Primarily Gentile city

5. Philemon, Onesimus and Epaphras lived there.
B. The Writers
1. Paul

a) Apostle – by will of God

2. Timothy

a) brother
C. Reason for writing
1. Influence of: gnosticism, Angel worship, Jewish ceremonialism

2. These translate into modern day: gnosticism, New Age spiritualism, legalism
D. The Recipients 
1. Saints – holy ones

2. Faithful brethren – trustworthy, reliable
E. Paul’s Prayer (1:3; 9ff)
1. Always (without ceasing vs9) Not an easy thing to have that commitment

2. Since he heard of their faith and love

3. Because of the hope laid up for them in heaven
F. Effect of the Gospel
1. The results in their lives

a) Faith in Jesus Christ – trusting Him and relying and putting confidence in Him

b) Love toward all the saints – this is agape love, as in I Cor. 13;

(1) As Galatians 5:6 says – circumcision or non circumcision isn’t importance but what is important is faith working itself out in love.

(2) The just shall live by faith.

c) Hope – Look through following verses and study the importance of hope

(1) Eph 2:12; Rom 5:2; Rom 8:23-25; Titus 2:13; I Peter 1:3; I Peter 3:15; I John 3:3

d) The greatest of these is….

e) Hope was included in the truth of the Gospel that they heard.

f) Gospel was bearing fruit wherever it went. It has that power because the gospel is the power of God unto salvation for all who believe.

G. Extent of the Gospel

1. Gospel was going throughout all the then-known world.

H. Truth of the Gospel (vs 5 & 6) – This stands counter to all modern philosophies, i.e. gnosticism, New Age, legalism, post-modernism, etc.
1. Truth – That which conforms to the reality of what actually is.

a) God’s Word is truth

b) Jesus Christ is the truth

c) That means anything contradictory is false

d) Objective truth vs. experiential truth or perceptional truth

2. It bears fruit from hearing and knowing

a) Faith comes from hearing and knowing

(1) Hearing with understanding

(2) Knowing which is epignosko a deeper sort of knowledge. It implies fully perceiving, noticing attentively, discerning, recognizing. It’s not just an abstract idea. It implies entering into the thing known personally.

3. Grace of God in truth

a) The truth of the grace of God is a fine line. It is easy to spin off into lasciviousness (lawlessness) 
Jude 4, Rom 6:1 or legalism on the other extreme. 

b) The grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. Titus 2:11,12
II. Christ – His Nature and Work (1:9-1:29)
A. Preeminence of Christ (1:9-18)
1. Paul’s prayer for the Colossians

a) Filled with knowledge of God’s will in wisdom and spiritual understanding

b) Walk worthy of the Lord

c) Fully please Him

d) Be fruitful in every good work

e) Increase in the knowledge of God

f) Strengthened with might according to His glorious power

g) Resulting in patience and longsuffering with joy

h) Resulting in the giving of thanks

2. What Father has granted

a) Qualification to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light

b) Delivered us from power of darkness

c) Moved us into the kingdom of His beloved Son

d) Provided redemption and forgiveness of sins through His blood

3. Christ

a) Is the image of the invisible God

b) Is the firstborn over all creation

c) By Him all things were created

d) Is before all things

e) In Him all things consist (hold together)

f) Is the head of the body

(1) What are some of the roles the head is responsible for?

(2) How did He get to be the head of the church? Eph 1:22

(3) What does Ephesians 1:23 mean when it says the church is the fullness of Him? (Compare also Eph 3:19, Col 1:19, Col 2:9)

(4) To what degree are we actually members of Christ? 
Eph 5:30

(5) What implications does this have for godly living? 
I Cor 6:12-15

g) Has preeminence in all things

B. Reconciliation in Christ (1:19-23)
1. Reconcile means: 

a) katallasso: (Rom 5:10, II Cor 5:18) reconcile
b) apokatallasso: (Eph 2:16, Col 1:21) completely reconcile
c) diallasso: (Matt 5:24) mutually reconcile
2. Why is reconciliation necessary?

3. In the reconciliation, has anything changed about God’s love, justice, mercy, holiness, etc.?

4. If not, then on what basis upon which reconciliation is possible? (Col 1:20-22, 2 Cor 5:17ff)

5. What was our condition when reconciliation took place? (Rom 5:10)

(Note the next verse also. Atonement should be translated reconciliation.)

a) How can God be just and still forgive our sins?

6. Results of reconciliation (Col 1:22, 23)

a) What results do we see?  (Compare also to Eph 5:27) 

b) Our identification with Christ on the cross imputed to us is the source of God’s favor toward us and the power to live accordingly. (Rom 5 & 6)
C. Mystery in Christ (1:24-29)
1. Hidden from ages and generations – now revealed to the saints.

2. Revealed to disciples, kept secret from others Mark 4:11

3. Blindness for Israel until fullness of Gentiles comes in Rom 11:25

4. It’s been a secret since beginning Romans 16;25

5. All things will be gathered in Christ Eph 1:9

6. Now revealed that Gentiles are fellow-heirs Eph 3:3

7. This mystery is revealed by church to principalities and powers Eph 3:10
III. Christ – His Centrality (2:1-3:11)
A. Christ the focus of our preaching (1:28-2:2)
B. Don’t be cheated by Legalism, asceticism, false spirituality (angels, higher knowledge, new age)

C. In Christ we have everything, we’re complete and filled. (vs. 9,10)

1. We are complete – See Hebrews 10

2. Justified by faith – Romans 3:23, 24, also chapter 5 (Esp. see 1 and 19)

3. He was made sin for us that we might become the righteousness of God 2 Cor 5:21

D. Body of sin put off (vs. 11)

1. Old man was crucified with Him (Romans 6:6ff)

2. He who has died has been freed from sin. (Romans 6:7; 1 Peter 2:24)

E. Buried with Him (vs. 12)

F. Raised with Him (vs. 12, 13)

1. Even when we were dead in trespasses (Eph 2:5)

2. Raised us together and seated us together with Christ. (Eph 2:6)

3. We too are dead to sin and alive to God (Romans 6:11-14)

G. All trespasses forgiven (vs. 13)

1. Redemption and forgiveness (Eph 1:7)

2. Who forgives all our iniquities (Ps 103:3)

H. Wiped out handwriting of requirements (vs. 14)

1. Not under law but under grace (Rom 6:14)

2. We died to it (Rom 7; Gal 2:15-21)

3. Law gives sin its power (I Cor 15:56; Rom 7:7ff)

4. Therefore service is in the spirit and not the letter.  Romans 2:29; Romans 7:6, 7; Romans 8:1-13; II Cor 3:4-18

5. Our righteous behavior is a product of growing in grace and from the operation of the spirit. Romans 8:1-13; Galatians 5:16-18

6. Not only is salvation by grace through faith, but standing (vs falling) and growing are all by grace through faith and not through the works of the law. II Pet 3:18; Gal 3:1-9; Romans 14:4; Phil 2:13; Heb 13:20,21

I. Disarmed principalities and powers (vs. 15)

1. Over which He is the head (vs. 9)

2. Above whom he is seated. (Eph 1:20,21)

3. Against whom we wrestle (Eph 6)

4. To whom the church demonstrates the manifold wisdom of God by God’s eternal purpose. (Eph 3:10)

J. With all of the above as a background, then, Paul tells us to refuse to be cheated by:

1. Legalism (vs 16-17)

a) The law is a shadow, the reality is of Christ.

2. Spiritualism (vs 18-19)

a) We need to hold fast to Christ from whom growth comes because of a living connection.

3. Asceticism (vs 21-23)

a) Don’t touch, don’t taste, etc.

b) They seem wise, but have no value against the flesh.
K. New Man in Christ (3:1-11)
1. You died with Christ. Therefore:

a) Seek those things that are above

(1) This is where Christ is – Eph 1:20

(a) Sitting – because sacrifice complete (Heb 1:3; 10:12)

(2) This is where you are in Him Eph 2:5, 6

(3) When Christ appears, we appear. (I Thess 4:14; Rom 8:19;  

b) Put to death

(1) Fornication – porneia – illicit sexual relationships include adultery and homosexuality

(2) Uncleanness – acatharsis – impure (2 Cor 6:7 Don’t touch the unclean thing.)

(3) Inordinate affection – pathos – evil desires, evil affections of the mind

(4) Evil concupiscence – epithumia kaken – fix desire upon, craving, longing. (see Gal 5:24)

(5) Anger – organe – compare to wrath outbursts of temper whereas anger is a more settled condition

(6) Wrath – thumon – 

(7) Malice – kakian – badness in quality compared to excellence

(8) Blasphemy – blasphemon – defaming against God

(9) Filthy communication – aescheiologian – filthy, abusive, base speech

IV. Christ – Results of His Indwelling (3:12-4:6)
A. Character of New Man (3:12-17)

B. Relationships in the Home (3:18-4:1)
C. Christian Graces (4:2-6)

V. Closing Thoughts (4:7-18)

