1. It’s essential in the Christian life not only to discern good from evil, but also good, better best.

Romans 12:9 Abhor evil. Cling to what is good

1 Thes 5:21 Test all things. Hold fast to the good

Phil 1:9-10 approve what is excellent

Careful- Romans 2:17 the jews approved what is exceelent to, but it was surface only.

Phil 4:8 Think on the things that are true, lovely, etc. 

2. We can fall short of the proper use of discernment in 3 ways:


A. We can think we are there when we really aren’t.


B. It can be the case that we don’t recognize the difference between good, better best

C. It can be the case that we recognize the difference, but simply do not choose the best because we don’t want to.

A. Romans 2:17; Matthew 5:20ff

Beware of man-made religion, artificial standards, standards of behavior associated with the “religion” of Christianity.  These will lull you into a level of satisfaction of your lifestyle that can be deadly to further growth and usefulness.

B. How do we learn the difference between good, better and best? How do we get to know the truth so that we can think about it?
The key is the word of God. You must elevate the importance of the Word of God in your life priority scheme. 
Meditation Psalm 1 and Josh 1:8

Job 23:12 Esteemed more than my necessary food.

Acts 17:11 Nobility; searched (examined, evaluate carefully, study thoroughly)
2 Timothy 2:15, 16 Diligent to be approved of God, rightly dividing, handling the word of truth


We live in a day when truth is not understood. It has affected us as well.


We are to know the truth 2 Timothy 2:25; 2 Timothy 3:7

We are to believe the truth 1 Timothy 4:3

We are to obey the truth 1 Peter 1:22; Galatians 5:7


We are to love the truth Zech 8:19; 2 Thess 2:10


It is possible to wander from it  James 5:12
1 Timothy 4:7-8 exercise self to godliness
know the scriptures

Study, meditate, analyze, compare, fill your mind with

Rightly divide means to know the whole so that you can fit things together where they go without misapplying the truth. 

C. Do not choose to do the best
James 4:17 He who knows to do good and doesn’t do it is sinning.

Wise man – he who hears these sayings of mine and doeth them, he I will liken to a wise man who builds on a rock. Matthew7:24
Why do you call me lord lord and don’t do what I say. Luke 6:46
John 14:21 He who has commands and keeps them

1 John 2:4 who says I know him and does not obey – the truth is not in him.

John 13:17 You know these things, Blessed are you if you do them

Some Thoughts on Discernment and Truth
1. It is essential in the Christian life not only to discern good from evil, but also good, better, and best.

Romans 12:9 Abhor _________.  Cling to what is _______.
1 Thess. 5:21 Test ___________. Hold fast to the good

Phil 1:9-10 Approve what is ____________  (The word “approve” same as “test”)
Phil 4:8 Think on the things that are true, lovely, etc. 

2. We can fall short of the proper use of discernment in 3 ways:


A. We can think we have it when we actually don’t.

B. We aren’t able to recognize the difference.
C. We recognize the difference, but simply do not choose the best because we don’t want to.

3. Let’s look then at these three possibilities
A. We think we have it when we actually don’t.  
See Romans 2:17-24 and  Matthew 5:20ff

Beware of man-made religion, artificial standards, standards of behavior associated with the “religion” of Christianity.  These will lull you into a level of satisfaction of your lifestyle that can be deadly to further growth and usefulness.

B. If we aren’t able to recognize the difference, how do we learn the difference between good, better and best? How do we get to know the truth so that we can think about it?

The key is the word of God. We must elevate the importance of the Word of God in our life priority scheme.  Hebrews 5:12-14
Meditation Psalm 1:2 and Josh 1:8

What is promised to those who practice this discipline?

What was Job’s assessment of the word? Job 23:12 

Acts 17:11  What adjective describes this group of people and what had they done to be characterized this way?
Romans 12:2 We are transformed by the renewing of our minds.

2 Timothy 2:15, 16  Diligence and right handling required
1 Timothy 4:7-8 What is more profitable than bodily exercise?
We live in a day when concept of truth is not understood. It has affected us Christians as well. 



We are to know the truth 2 Timothy 2:25; 2 Timothy 3:7




We are to believe the truth 1 Timothy 4:3




We are to obey the truth 1 Peter 1:22; Galatians 5:7




We are to love the truth Zech 8:19; 2 Thess 2:10




It is possible to wander from it  James 5:12

The truth is that we are to know the Scriptures; study, meditate, analyze, compare and fill our mind with them. We are to know it in its entirety so that we can properly interpret it and fit things together. And yet, even though we know this is the truth, we must not really believe it because we don’t do it.
In 2 Cor. 3:18 Paul says that we are transformed more in likeness of Christ as we gaze on Him in the mirror of the Word.

C. What if we know how to discern but simply do not choose to act on it?
James 4:17 He who knows to do good and doesn’t do it is ___________.

Matthew 7:24 How did Jesus characterize the wise man who builds on a rock? 



Luke 6:46 Jesus says, Why do you call me Lord and don’t ____________?


John 14:21 Who is the one who loves Christ?
John 13:17 If you know these things, ____________ are you if you do them.

I John 2:4, 5 What is the evidence that we actually know Christ?

