OUR

PURPOSE

…to bring glory to God

Rev 4:11 Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honor and power; for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

Everything we do should reflect this purpose.

Bringing Glory to God

There are also heavenly bodies and earthly bodies but the glory of the heavenly is one, a glory of the earthly is another.  There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.  I Cor 15:40,41

Glory means brightness, beauty and majesty.  To bring glory to God then means that we are to make God look brighter and more beautiful to those who have no other way of seeing him than through us.

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  I Cor 10:31.

Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your father who is in heaven.  Matt. 5:16

Our Mission

1.
Preach the gospel to every creature.

(Mark 16:15)

2.
Make disciples of peoples in all nations-

a.
Baptize them

b.
Teach them to observe all things Jesus

commanded us.

(Matthew 28:19-20)

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 

II Timothy 2:2

Our mission

1.
Preach the gospel to every creature.

2.
Make disciples

3. Baptize them

4. Teach them to observe all things Jesus commanded us.

We are not accountable for everyone in the world, but we are accountable for our own area.  

The commission Jesus gave us was to preach or proclaim the gospel to every creature.  To do this we must:

1.
Know what the gospel is.

2.
Know how to preach it.

3.
Preach it to everyone we know.

To “make disciples” means to make learners and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore when someone comes to know the Lord, discipleship and mentoring should take place to make sure the person becomes a follower.

These new followers and believers are to be baptized.

The follow-up is to be thorough enough that we can be assured that they are taught the things that Jesus taught us—in other words the essential truths of Scripture.  The instruction should be thorough enough that it includes teaching them how to teach others so that the next generation carries on.  This principle can be seen in the following verse:

And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

II Timothy 2:2

The Means

Evangelists and pastor-teachers equipping the saints for the work of the ministry unto the building up of the body of Christ.  Ephesians 4:7-11

Speaking the truth in love, each person carries out his/her function in the body.  Ephesians 4:16

Each person taking heed how he builds.  The foundation is the apostles and prophets with Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone.

I Corinthians 3: 10.

New Testament Practice:

Continue steadfastly and with one accord in:

1. doctrine (teaching)

2.
fellowship

3. breaking of bread

4. prayers

(Acts 2:42,46)

5.
preaching the Word (Evangelize) (Acts 8: lb,4)

It is through these practices that the mission is

accomplished.

The Outcome

1.
Every man complete in Christ (See Colossians 1:28)

2.
All come to the unity of:

the faith

the knowledge of the Son of God

3.
Measure of stature of fulness of Christ

4.
Mature - no longer children

5.
Grounded, established - not wind blown or tossed by winds of doctrine or false teachers.

Ephesians 4:14-16

(See also Colossians 2:6,7)

God's intention is that people become like His son Jesus Christ.  In order for this to happen, a person must be regenerated so that he/she shares in the life of God.  We call this the New Birth.

Following the new birth, God's desire is that a person matures in the faith and increases in likeness to Jesus.  Being like Christ involves being like Him in our relationship with God; being like him in our emotional life; being like him in the way we respond to the circumstances of life and being like him in the way we respond to other people.

A person who is like Christ is not tossed and swayed by the various philosophies of the world.  He is someone who is strong and disciplined and loving and filled with the fruit of the Spirit of God.

The Body of Christ is to function in such a way that individual believers fulfill their ministries in the church so that all members have an opportunity to grow.  When each part does its work, the body is built up and the individual members mature.

As we look at our own lives, where are the areas where we fall short of the ideal?  It is in these areas that we need to grow.  We need to allow others to minister to us in such a way that growth in these areas take place.

