 The Separated Life of the Christian

Introduction

Forty or fifty years ago, Christians were taught and they frequently discussed the issue of separation. In those days, separation was defined by lists. Christians did not go to movies, dances, listen to rock music, play cards, etc.  In the intervening years, times have changed. The movies have become more explicit, dancing has become so obscene that some public schools are developing rules about what kind of dancing movements are allowed, churches have rock groups and kids on Christian college campuses are playing euchre in their spare time.  Add to that the development of the VCR, DVD, MP3, and the Internet and you have a confusing situation for many.

What has happened? First, Christians have lost the concept of separation. It is not being taught. Second, we have seen that lists don’t make a person spiritual or separated. Because this is true, lists were jettisoned and we as church leaders have become gun-shy about pointing to any particular thing as being worldly or identifying an unseparated life.

What has actually happened is that those who first made the lists did not do so because they wanted a list. There were Scriptural principles underlying their personal and individual decision as to what activities they would or would not participate in. The list got passed down but the principles were lost. The next generation saw the list with no underlying principles to support it and so the whole thing collapsed. We are now reaping the results of a Christian culture that has little knowledge or understanding of what the Bible teaches about the separated life.

Separation

Scripture:  II Corinthians 6:11-18

Principle 1. – Avoid being unequally yoked with unbelievers.  Verse 14

a. What does it mean to be yoked to something?

b. What are some ways people are yoked to one another in our culture?

(I’m not talking about believers vs. unbelievers, I just mean generally.)

c. What are some ways that Christians may become yoked with non-Christians?

d. Look at your own life. Are there areas you should question?  

What are they?

Principle 2. – The reason for avoiding such yoking is that believers and unbelievers are fundamentally different.  (See Amos 3:3)

Use a Bible word-study book and concordance to look up the definitions of the following words.

a.  Fellowship (righteousness with unrighteousness vs. 14)   


Definition:

1. Notice how believers and unbelievers are compared:  righteousness with lawlessness or unrighteousness.

2. What is the answer to the question in verse 14?  How can they be partners when they are so fundamentally different?

b.  Communion (light with darkness  vs. 14)


Definition:

1. What do light and darkness have in common?  What do they share?

2. What do believers and unbelievers have in common?

c.  Accord (Christ with Belial  vs. 15)


Definition:

1. Who is Belial?

2.  How well do Christ and Belial harmonize?     Why?

3.  When Christians and non-Christians try to harmonize their ideas, what kinds of conflicts come up?   List some examples.

d.  Part (believer with an unbeliever  vs. 15)


Definition

1. How much overlap is there between the character, motivation and goals of a non-Christian vs. those of a Christian?

2. Can you think of areas where Christians and non-Christians might be able to agree on a goal or project?  List some.  

3.  Do you see any dangers or areas within those projects where a conflict might come up because of the fact that one is a believer and the other is not?  List some.

e.  Agreement (temple of God with idols vs. 16)


Definition:

1. Why does God use such a strong comparison as temple of God with idols when He is just comparing believers and unbelievers in this teaching?

As you can see from these passages, God is saying we should not be yoked together with those who’s ideas and values are at such opposite ends of the spectrum from ours.

A question:

In your contacts with unbelievers, do you find your way of looking at things fundamentally different from theirs in the way these various words describe? 

What are some of those ways?  Be specific.

If the thought occurs to you that if this is the way it is, then you are going to have to leave the world because you can’t avoid having contact with unbelievers, jump down to Principle 4.

Based on Principle 1,  list some questions you should ask yourself related to your involvement in activities involving non-Christians.

Principle 2. – You are the temple of the Living God.  Verse 16.

a. Compare verse 16 of II Corinthians 6 with I Corinthians 3:16-17

The Spirit of God dwells in you.

The temple of God is holy.

What does it mean to say that the temple is holy?

What are the implications of these two concepts (the Spirit’s dwelling place and the temple’s holiness)  with respect to how we take care of our body and where we take it?

b. The person that defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him.  The word defiles here means to destroy by corrupting. This is primarily discussing the damage done by false teachers in the Church which is the temple of God. But it also gives us some indication of God’s interest in the purity and holiness of His temple.

c. Look at I Corinthians 6:19  Here we are told that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  As a result we are not our own.

Since we were bought at a price, what is the positive activity that we are to involve ourselves in?  (verse 20)

d. This passage in I Corinthians 6 begins in verse 12 with the phrase, “All things are lawful for me.”  He repeats it twice and uses the word “but” each time. What are the issues Paul is considering that temper his “right” to do certain things?

(the word for helpful or expedient in this passage means to bring together.)

e. He points out in verse 13 that our bodies are for the Lord.  His context here is sexual immorality, but what does the fact that our bodies are for the Lord require that we consider when making decisions about what we do or don’t do?

f. In verse 15 he tells us that our body is a member of Christ. He does not say our “soul” is a member of Christ.   With respect to sexual immorality he asks the question, “Should I take the members of Christ (which is my body) and join them with a prostitute?”  Given the fact that our body is  a member of Christ, are there other activities where I should ask the question, “Should I take the members of Christ and ….?”  List some that might be such activities for you.

Based on Principle 2,  list some questions you should ask yourself related to your involvement in activities involving non-Christians.

Principle 3.  – You are also priests.  See I Peter 2:9 and Revelation 1:6

a. What is a priest and what is his job?

b. In the Old Testament, priests were consecrated and sanctified.  (Exodus 28:41) What does this mean?

c. Are New Testament saints sanctified?  I Corinthians 1:2; 6:11;  II Tim. 2:21

d. Read Hebrews 10:10-25  What responsibilities do you see for yourself as a priest in this passage?

e. In the I Peter 2:9 passage he calls us a holy nation and a special people.  The Old Testament priests were to be holy.  New Testament priests are to be holy too.  What does it mean to be holy?

What additional “job” does I Peter 2:9 give us as God’s priests?

f. What questions do we need to ask ourselves as priests of God when we set the priorities for our lives and make decisions as to what we will or won’t get involved in?

Based on Principle 3,  list some questions you should ask yourself related to your involvement in activities involving non-Christians.

Principle 4. – We are to come out from among them and be separate.  II Corinthians 6:17

a. Because of all that has been said previously, we are come out and be separate. We want to determine what this means. To do this, let’s first find out what it doesn’t mean.  Look at I Corinthians 5:9-11

Paul reminds them that he has told them not to keep company with sexually immoral people.  Then he clarifies what he means. He says that he doesn’t mean the immoral people of the world because then we would need to leave the world.  We gather from this that he is not telling us not to keep company with people of the world. The word here is mingle.  He is not telling us not to mingle; not to have contact. If we were to avoid contact with the world, we would have to leave the world. But he is not saying that. 
I take from this then that when he says to come out and be separate, he is not telling us not to mingle or associate with the people of the world. Somewhere between mingling which is allowed and yoking which is not allowed, there is a line that Christians must observe.

What does he mean then?  How are we allowed to mingle and yet avoid the dangers that we have discussed in the three previous principles?

b. Separate means “to set limits between.” (See Acts 19:9)  As a chemistry teacher I used to show the students an experiment where we took sulfur (which is a yellow powder that looks like yellow talcum powder) and iron filings. We mixed the iron with the sulfur by stirring them together. They were mixed. But if we took a magnet to the mixture, the iron pulled right out. It maintained its characteristics. It was still a separate thing even though it was mixed. It maintained all of its own characteristics and it did not take on the characteristics of the sulfur.  

I believe that this is what Christians are to do as given in I Corinthians 5.  However, in our experiment, if we heated the mixture, the mixture changed so that it became homogeneous. It was no longer possible to separate the iron from the sulfur. It was not possible to tell the difference. The illustration fails in the respect that in the experiment, the sulfur has lost its identity too. In the case of the Christian and the world, the Christian is to maintain his identity and distinctiveness and not be assimilated into the world.

Hebrews 7:26 tells us that Jesus was holy, and undefiled and separate from sinners.  We all know He associated with sinners.  That was a strong accusation that the Pharisees had against him.

Just as in the experiment where iron and sulfur maintained their properties, the Christian is to maintain his properties. He is to be salt and light. In fact, in II Corinthians 2:14-16, Paul says that we are the fragrance of Christ. That fragrance coming out from us affects believers and unbelievers differently. To the believer, we are the fragrance of life and to the unbeliever we are the fragrance of death. If we become assimilated into the world, we will no longer have that characteristic.

Think about some of the areas of mingling in your life where you have contact with unbelievers. In what ways have you been able to maintain your distinctiveness as a Christian?

What are areas where you have difficulty maintaining the distinctiveness?  That is, in what ways do you begin to take on the characteristics of the world so that you are no longer the fragrance of Christ?

c. This command to be separate is from the Lord. II Corinthians 6:17.  It is our Lord and master who has commanded this. If we are careless in this, we are being disobedient to our master who saved and bought us with His own blood.

d. In being separate we are not to touch the unclean thing.  James 1:27 tells us that true religion involves keeping ourselves unspotted from the world. That is a difficult challenge.

Do you find yourself picking up spots from the world?  In what ways?

II Corinthians 7:1 comes two verses after the verse that tells us to come out and be separate. It tells us that having these promises (that God will be a father to us) we are to cleanse ourselves from all the filthiness of the flesh and spirit and to perfect holiness in the fear of God.


How are the filthiness of the flesh and the spirit different?


How do we cleanse ourselves once we are soiled?


What steps can we take to perfect holiness?


What does the fear of God have to do with it?

Based on Principle 4,  list some questions you should ask yourself related to your involvement in activities involving non-Christians.

Worldliness

Our Response
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