Our position regarding sin

Baptized into his death Romans 6:3

Therefore we died to sin 6:2

Old man crucified with him 6:6 toward the goal that body of sin done away with so that no longer slaves of sin.  

He who has died has been freed from sin 6:7

Sin shall not have dominion over you 6:14

You are slaves of the one you obey 6:16

You have become dead to the law through the body of Christ 7:4

There is no condemnation Romans 8:1

Spirit of life made me free from law of sin and death 8:2

Condemned sin in the flesh 8:3

Righteous requirement of law fulfilled in us who walk according to the spirit

He has made us alive with him and has forgiven all trespasses, wiped out the handwriting etc. Col 2:14

He will not allow you to be tempted above what you are able, make a way of escape 1 Corinthians 6:11

Christ is our righteousness, sanctification and redemption

What we need to actually do.

Reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus 6:11

Do not let sin reign 6:12

Do not present members as instruments of unrighteousness

Present yourselves to God as alive from the dead 6:13

Present your members as instruments of righteousness to God

Present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness 6:19

Bear fruit to God 7:4 and 6:22  fruit of holiness to eternal life

We are to mind the things of the spirit 8:5  which is life and peace vs 6

Through the Spirit mortify the deeds of the body Romans 8:13

Walk in the spirit Galatians 5:16

Works of the flesh vs fruits of the spirit. 5:17

If we live in the spirit, let us also walk in the spirit 5:25

Set your affections on things above Col 3:1-2   Reason: you are dead

Mortify your members Colossians 3:5

Put on the new man Colossians 3:10

Put on this list Colossians 3:12

No longer walk as the Gentiles Eph 4:17

Put off the old men Eph 4:22

Be renewed in the spirit of your mind Eph 4:23

Put on new man Eph 4:24

Arm yourself with the same mind Christ had because he suffered in the flesh. No longer spend the rest of our time in the flesh for the lusts of men but for the will of God. 1 peter 4

As you have received Christ, so walk in him Col 2:6

Do not allow self to be cheated 2:8 because you are complete in him

Do not subject yourself to man-made or self-made religion Col 2:20-23

Need to hold fast to the head from whom all of the nourishment comes Col 2:19  Doesn't that lead us to abide in me and I in you – bearing much fruit?

Flee youthful lusts 2 Timothy 2:22  but pursue …

Flee these things but follow after  1 Timothy 6:11

Cast off works of darkness, put on armor of light, walk properly, put on  LJC and make no provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts Romans 13:12-14

Put on the armor of God Ephesians 6

One of the things we struggle with as Christians is how to deal with sin in our lives and how to overcome it and live a victorious, Spirit-filled life. I've decided to write out my thoughts on the subject because I have thought about these things long and hard and maybe a distillation of  what I have learned over the years will be of help to others.

Before beginning the actual discussion, however, I want to be clear that nothing I say should be construed to mean that I think this is an easy fix. I have a tendency to write in such a way that may give the impression that if you just follow these simple guidelines, the battle will be over the victory will have been won. I don't want what I write to be understood in this way.  I doubt this material will come anywhere near book-length and so will really be a summary of what I believe is the biblical approach would be. By writing this short of a series, I may give the impression that the subject is not complex or difficult to put into practice and that is certainly not my intention. So with this background in mind, lets get started.

Many of the New Testament authors teach specific doctrinal truths followed by the “practical” teaching or admonition that flows from those truths. I've often heard people say, “Don't give me all of that doctrine. It's hard to understand and it doesn't seem very practical.”  The reality is that the doctrine or formal teaching of truth turns out to be very practical because the daily out-working of that truth is what makes a change in our thinking and our behavior.  When Paul writes to Timothy he says, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16).
My approach in this document is to take all of the relevant truth-teaching I can find and bring it together and spell it out for you as clearly as I can. Then in the second section, I'm going to show you the practical out-working of this body of truth for our daily lives with a focus on our efforts to live holy and righteous lives. Now it will not be possible to completely separate everything in this way and so there will be some passages that may be brought into the discussion in the second section that were never talked about in the first. And there may be practical examples that get leaked out in the first section before we actually get into the details later on. Unless otherwise stated, all scripture quotations will be from the New King James Version.

Part I   The Doctrinal Foundation  

When I speak of doctrinal foundation I'm talking about those truths and facts that are given by God that are true whether or not we believe them or act on them. God exists. If I don't believe that, God doesn't disappear. He still exists. So the statement “God exists” is a doctrinal statement, a truth statement which the Bible declares.

A.  All Christians have been united with Christ.

The Bible teaches us that all believers are one with Christ; we are in Christ. There are many aspects of this that we need to explore. How did we get into Christ and what does it mean to be in Christ? 

A.1. How does someone get into Christ?  1 Corinthians 12:13 tells us that in one Spirit we are all baptized into one body. I don't have the time or space to go into it here, but this baptism is not water baptism. It is also not the kind of spirit baptism that some branches of Christianity teach. This verse tells us that all believers have been baptized in the spirit into one body.  This is the baptism spoken of by John the Baptist in Matthew 3:11 where he tells us that he baptizes with water, but someone will follow him who will baptize with the Spirit. 

Paul teaches us in 1 Corinthians 12 – 14 that there is one body and many members with each member having a different function. He uses the illustration of the human body to explain this. Not everyone can be an “eye”. If it were, how would the body hear? This body, made up of members is the body of Christ. In 12:18, Paul writes, “But now God has set the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.”  So God the Spirit is responsible for placing people into the body of Christ and He gives them gifts and functions in the body just as He pleased.  I believe that the act of placing people into the body is called baptism in 1 Corinthians 12:13.

A.2. What does it mean to be “in Christ”? In some way we can't understand we are united with him. We are one with Him. We are part of Him. He is in us and we are in Him. There is an identification with Him. There is a federal headship involved in which what is true of Him is true of those who are in Him. Decisions He made are counted as decisions we make. 

We find that our physical bodies are one with Him. Ephesians 5:30 tells us that we are members of His flesh and of His bones. In 1 Corinthians 6:15 Paul tells us that our bodies themselves are part of Christ. So it's not just a matter of being one with him spiritually, but somehow physically as well. But it is also true that we are one in spirit with Him. Again Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:17 that we are one spirit with Him and in 1 Corinthians 2:12, 16 that we have the mind of Christ.

In John 15 we have Jesus' illustration of the vine and the branches. He tells us that He is the vine and we are the branches. Now when you think about it where does the vine stop and the branches start? It's pretty much one unit. The life of the vine flows from the vine into and through the branches producing fruit of the vine. In His discussion of this, Jesus said that without me you can do nothing. 

In John 4 when Jesus was talking to the woman at the well He told her that she could have a fountain of living water bubbling up within her unto eternal life. In John 7:38, 39 Jesus says that when speaking of this water He was speaking about the Spirit. So as we walk around in our bodies, the Holy Spirit of God is bubbling up His life within us at the same time. 

The list of passages goes on and on. Jesus said that He and the Father would both come to live in us (John 14:23); when we work, it is God who works in us (Colossians 1:29); Jesus said there would be complete oneness – Christ in us, we in Him, the Father in Him and He in the Father (John 17:21-23); we have been made partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4).
B. The Bible teaches a Federal Headship. We are either under the federal headship of Adam or the federal headship of Christ. 

B1. An example of federal headship is given to us in the story of Melchizedek in Hebrews 7:4-10.  This passage is referring back to an incident recorded in Genesis 14 where Abram met a priest by the name of Melchizedek. Melchizedek blessed Abram and in response Abram gave him a tithe. Hebrews 7 discusses this incident to compare Christ with Melchizedek. I'm not going to go into all of that here but the point I want us to focus on right now is that the author of Hebrews says that Levi paid tithes to Melchizedek even though he was not born yet. Levi was the head of the tribe of priests and so here you have Levi the priest giving a tithe to the priest Melchizedek. The interesting thing to note here is that Levi was not alive yet at the time of this incident and yet because he was in Abram, it counted as though he were the one who gave the tithes. This is what we mean by a federal head. One person stands in the place and stead of another and represents the other so that decisions the first person makes are counted as though they were the decision of the other person.

While this doesn't seem right in some ways, it happens all of the time. Our representatives in government make decisions on our behalf that then cause us to be obligated to fulfill certain responsibilities such as pay taxes or serve in the military. Their decision counted as our decision. 

Manufacturers will not inspect every single item that comes from the line, but they will check random representative samples. The quality of the sample represents the whole.

B2. So when we are born into this world, we are considered to be in Adam. That means that what Adam did counts for us. He was the representative sample. He was the spokesman for us. God, in effect, asked Adam whether he would be loyal to his creator and his answer on behalf of the whole human race was “no”. 

Does the Bible really teach this? Turn in your Bible to Romans 5:12 and following. I won't quote the verses here, but you read along as I give a paraphrase of these verses. 

Verse 13 is telling us that before the law was given, in other words before Moses was given the law of God, there was sin in the world, but sin is not counted against people when there is no law. The fact that there wasn't a law didn't mean sin didn't exist. It just means God doesn't count it against people when there is no law against it. That's what the word “imputed” means. It was not counted. 

Verse 14. Even though sin was not counted against the people, death reigned. Every one between the time of Adam and the time of Moses died except Enoch. The penalty of sin was still there. But why did they die when sin was not counted against them? 

Verse 18, 19. The reason death reigned is because Adam's sin was counted against everyone. Through one man's offense, judgment came to all men resulting in condemnation. By one man's disobedience many were made sinners. This means that we all are born with a tendency or nature that is prone to sinning. But more than that, (pay attention to this because it is really important), more than that, Adam's sin was counted as our sin and so everyone, including you and me, is born guilty of sinning even before we've committed any actual sin. This is why David said in Psalm 51:5, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.”

B.3. In a similar way, Christ's righteousness is imputed to all of those who are in Him. Continuing now in Romans 5:

Verse 14.  Adam is a type or picture or illustration of the one who was to come, that is Jesus Christ.

Verses 15 – 16. Even though Adam is an illustration of Christ, there are differences. In the case of Adam, one man's offense caused the death of many. That's a negative consequence. In comparison to that, Christ's representative obedience brought grace and the gift of grace abounding to many. So in one case death, in the other case the positive benefit of a free gift, totally of grace.  Also, Adam brought judgment and condemnation whereas Christ's obedience brought justification. Justification is the declaration of God that someone is completely righteous and without guilt. 

Paul repeats this theme in a very abbreviated way in 1 Corinthians 15:22 where he says that in Adam all die; so also in Christ shall all be made alive. What he is saying there is that all of those who are found to be in Adam will die because of his guilt whereas all of those who are found to be in Christ will be alive because Christ's obedience has been counted as their obedience.

B.3. The conclusion then in Romans 5:19 is that through one man's disobedience many are made sinners, but through one man's obedience many are made righteous. The thing I want us to understand here is that as surely as we are made sinners because of Adam, we are made righteous because of Christ, if we are in fact in Him. 

Some are prone to say that Adam's sin gives us the tendency toward sin or the bent toward sin but not his actual guilt. If that is true then Christ's righteousness gives us the tendency toward righteousness, but not the righteousness itself. If that is the case our salvation cannot be sure because we may not be found to be perfectly righteous in our actual behavior. We need to understand that Paul is giving us the ground of our salvation in Romans 5 and this is a very important concept to get a hold of.

The gospel provides us with the good news that in Christ, we are not only forgiven, but we are granted the positive righteousness of Christ. God commands us to love God with all of our heart and soul and mind and strength and our neighbor as our self. We not only need to be forgiven for not having accomplished these things, we actually need to have the accomplishing of them attributed to us. And this is what happens through our oneness with Christ.

In Philippians 3:9, “That I may gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith.” We need a foreign righteousness because we are not righteous in and of ourselves. Paul says it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:21, “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

Probably the best explanation of this truth is found in Romans 4. Abraham believed God and that believing was imputed to him as righteousness.  In other words, God counted Abraham righteous just because he believed God. In Romans 4:23-24 Paul concludes, “Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him, but also for us. It shall be imputed to us who believe in Him who raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.”

Paul exalts about the conclusions of this discussion in Romans 8:1 where he says, “There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus.”  Notice the phrase in Christ Jesus. What God is saying is that if you are in Christ Jesus, your sins have been forgiven and you have been given the righteousness of God applied to your record. There is no condemnation hanging over your head. God looks on you with favor because you are like His own righteous Son, Jesus Christ. 

What I am saying in this section then is that because of the fact that Christ is our representative, His acts of righteousness represent me and therefore I am declared righteous because of that fact.

C. Because we are in Him, His death is counted as our death. We died with Him!  When we died with Him, we died to the law, the world, ourselves and sin.  We will take these one at a time and investigate the truth associated with each one.

C.1.  Turn in your Bibles to Romans 7.  I will paraphrase and discuss these verses assuming you have the actual text open in front of you.

Verse 1.  The law has authority over a person as long as he is alive. It seems like this goes without saying. It's pretty hard for you to be under the law of the highway speed limits if you are dead. If  you are the dead funeral director riding in a casket in your own hearse and the driver is speeding, no one is going to be able to prosecute you because you own the hearse. A dead man does not fall under the law.

Verse 2-3. A woman is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. If she marries another person while he is still alive, she is guilty of adultery in the eyes of God because her husband still lives. If he were to die, she could marry another person and that law would not apply to her because of the death of her husband. Notice in this example, the person who is free from the jurisdiction of the law is still alive. Death came to another person but freed the living person from the law. 

Verse 4 & 6. In the same way as this woman, we have become dead to the law through the body of Christ. His death frees us from the law. We have been delivered from the law having died to what we were held by. 

I look at it this way. The law says that if you sin, you must die for that sin. The Bible teaches us the Christ died for our sins and that in some way we died with Him. Since we died with Christ and are risen with Him, we are, in effect, on the other side of the grave. What can the law say to us now? All it can demand is death. When we come to court to be sentenced, our lawyer can say to the prosecutor, “You are demanding death of this man.  But, he has already died as a result of that sin. Do you have any other charges to bring?”  Any charge the prosecutor can bring, our attorney can make the same reply. Ultimately, therefore, the law and that court have no jurisdiction over us because of our death to the law through the death of Christ.

Paul puts it this way in Colossians 2:13-15 “And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.”

As you can see here, the handwriting of requirements that was against us and contrary to us has been taken out of the way and has been nailed to the cross. Having done this disarms the principalities and powers with whom we wrestle (Ephesians 6:12). That's why Paul asks in Romans 8:33, “Who will bring a charge against God's elect?”  The answer is, “No one!”

As a consequence of this, all of our trespasses have been forgiven. The Psalmist knew this truth. Psalm 103:12 says, “As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.”  Micah writes in 7:19 “He will again have compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities. You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” Isaiah 38:17, “You have cast all my sins behind Your back.”

Both Ephesians 1:7 and Colossians 1:14 tell us we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. Let the truth of this thought sink in. We speak of forgiveness often, but we need to really take it in. If  we belong to Christ, all of our sins, past, present and future have been atoned for and forgiven. The charges against us have been dropped and their is no condemnation awaiting us. 

An interesting side note on this topic of death to the law is that the law is actually what brings about death to itself. Paul writes in Galatians 2:19, “For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God.”  The law required death and so as a result, we died with Christ and cancelled law's authority. The law brings about its own defeat.

C.1.1 One of the reasons this is so important is that the law is what gives sin it's power. Paul tells us in Romans 7 that the law is good and even spiritual, but the inherent sin in us is given power by the law. By removing the law from the picture, sin is deprived of a major source of its power.

In Romans 7:8 Paul writes, “But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died.”  In I Corinthians 15:56 Paul writes, “the strength of sin is the law.” 

So from these passages we see that the law actually aggravates our sin problem. We are sinners and we do have sin in us that needs to be dealt with, but the law is not the tool that helps in that battle. It actually make the problem worse. We'll have more to say on this in Part 2.

C.2. When we died with Christ, we died to the world and its system. In Galatians 6:14 Paul writes, “But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.”

There are basically two aspects of the world that we are to die to. These are the world's religious system of self-improvement and the world's temptations and lusts.

C.2.1. Turn in your Bible to Colossians 2:20. Here we have a question based on the fact that we died with Christ to the basic principles of the world. We're going to look at this in much more detail in Part 2, but right now I want to focus on the facts. Paul's question relates to subjecting ourselves to man-made regulations such as “Do not touch, do not taste, etc.”  From this question and its underlying assumption, we can see that the truth is that when we died with Christ, we died to the world's system of man-made rules. 

In Matthew 15:9 Jesus chastises the Pharisees for teaching the commands of men as though they were the commands of God. This is very offensive to God, but we do it all the time. God's system of obtaining favor with God and being righteous are completely different from the world's system. Satan of course is the prince of this world and his efforts are always directed at undermining God's way of doing things. He would have us set up systems to righteousness based on our own designs. In that way we are able to set up lists of rules that allow us to score pretty high on the righteousness test and then remove our need for dependence on God and His method of providing His own righteousness to us. 

Every man-made religion has this scheme. Some of these religions have a large following and are well known. Others are very small and very individualistic. Even as a Christian, I tend to make up a list of do's and don'ts for myself so that I can feel good about where I stand and I can compare myself favorably with others. If I devise my system correctly, I can even look down on others because they don't measure up to my standards. It's all a very cozy and comfortable set up until I come face to face with who God is and what He actually requires. 

God says I am to love Him with the entirety of my intellect, with all of my emotional being, and with all of my strength. How do I do when measured against that standard? Not so well. And then I am supposed to love my neighbor just as much and with the same amount of care that I love myself. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, speaking about murder basically says that calling someone an idiot is of even greater sin than murder. And then there are the commands against murmuring and complaining. There's no way to keep all of these commandments!
You see, what we do is to take even commands in the Bible and simplify them and twist them a little, leaving them recognizable but do-able. The ones that we can't accomplish we ignore or attribute to some cultural scenario that doesn't apply to us. 

So what Paul is saying in Colossians 2 is that when we died with Christ, we died to those humanly designed rules of don't eat this, don't touch that, etc. These all have an appearance of wisdom, he says, but actually don't get us any closer to the righteousness that God wants of us.

This is the same argument he uses in Galatians 4.  He tells them in verse 9 and following that he has fears for them because they have returned to the "weak and beggarly" elements of the world. And what are these elements?  They are paying attention to days, and seasons and years. In other words they were going back into the rituals of religion and not the reality that is in Christ.

C.2.2.  The other aspect of the world that we died to in the death of Christ is death to sinful lusts of the world.

In Colossians 3:3 Paul continues with the concept of our death with Christ and as a direct consequence of that tells us in verse 5 that we are to “put to death your members which are on the earth.” So the fact that we died with Christ provides the reason and motivation to take some action regarding the worldly lusts and sins in our lives.

The “members” he is referring to here are actions and attitudes that are contrary to the glory and will of God. The list includes fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. He continues the list in verse 8: “anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language.” He mentions lying in verse 9 and the rest of the chapter and into the next give us teaching as to how we are to live considering the fact that we have died with Christ and been raised with Him. We'll work through more of that later.  For now the point we want to make here is that when Christ died, we died with Him and that truth forms the basis for a life of victory and holiness.

C.3. When we died with Christ, we also died to ourselves.

C.3.1 Romans 6:6 tells us that our "old man" was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be rendered inoperative. If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). The old me died on the cross and a new resurrected me has come out on the other side. This is what baptism is a picture of. The old man is dead, therefore put him off (Ephesians 4:22). We are to become what we are. That's the path of victory. As we'll see in Part 2, we're called to accept the truth and then act accordingly. Paul told the Colossian Christians not to lie to one another since they had put off the old man with his deeds. As far as God is concerned, the old man doesn't exist. Only the resurrected, renewed, all-things-have-become-new person survived.
C4. Finally, when we died with Christ, we died to sin.

C.4.1 . Even though sin remains in us (Romans 7:21), the authority and power of sin in our lives has been broken. We've already discussed the fact that the law gives sin its power, but we died to the law. But the Bible also tells us that sin's reign in us is over (Romans 6:14). We read in Romans 6:22, "But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life."  So no matter what the power of sin feels like to you, God says it's power to enslave you has been broken. What the problem is that we'll be tackling in Part 2 is how this works in practice. How do I take all of these truths that we are discussing and use them to gain victory over all of the habits and defeats that I often experience in life?
D. Another doctrinal truth that the Bible teaches is that when Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, we rose and ascended with Him.

D.1. If you're still in Colossians, you can refer to 3:1 where the apostle writes, “If (or since) then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 

In Ephesians 2:5-6 the Bible says, “even when we were dead in trespasses, he made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”

So you see, even if we don't understand it, God sees us as being in Christ when He died and when He was raised and ascended. As far as God is concerned we are already in heaven in Christ. This truth can have a powerful affect on how we approach life as we will see later on..  

E. Christ has become our curse
E.1. In Deuteronomy 27, after the children of Israel were given the law again and before they entered into the Promised Land, Moses divided up the people into two groups and put one group on one mountain and the other group on a facing mountain. One group was given the responsibility of blessing the people and the other group was given the responsibility of cursing the people. 

It went something like this. The blessing group said, “If you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you today, that the Lord your God will set you high above all nations of the earth” (Deuteronomy 28:1).  He then goes on to list all of the blessings that will be theirs if they carefully obey all of the commands. They would be blessed in the city and in the country. There ground would be blessed. Their cooking would be blessed. The list goes on for quite a long time. 

Following the blessings, those who were assigned the curses had their part. “If you do not obey the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that all these curses will come upon you and overtake you.” They go through basically the same list as before, but this time everything is cursed.  You can see this list starting in Deuteronomy 28:15.

Paul brings up this situation in Galatians 3 beginning in verse 10. “For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, 'Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them.'”

Those who would try to live by the law must live by it all. If you're going to try  to please God by keeping his commands you must keep them all because there is a curse hanging over your head if you don't keep every single command. 

The truth here is that Christ became a curse for us (Galatians 3:13). The Old Testament says that someone who is hanged on a tree is cursed and Christ was hanged on a tree. Therefore He was cursed. He took the curse that should have fallen on us. And the fact the He took our curse coupled with the next truth that God's promise of blessing to Abraham and his seed cannot be annulled means that we are heirs of that blessing based on the unbreakable promise of God. Keeping the law or not keeping it have no relationship whatsoever to the blessing we have because we are in Christ.
F.  The law does not annul the promise.

This important argument is a continuation of the previous one. We are still in Galatians 3. I'll be explaining the meaning of verses 15 – 18.  Basically he is saying that even in the case of a man's covenant or contract, once it is signed you can't add or delete provisions from the contract. In the case of God's contract with anyone, it certainly cannot be changed or annulled. Once God makes a promise, the promise is secure. 

God made promises to Abraham and his Seed. These promises were made 430 years before the law was given. When the law finally arrived, it couldn't undo or cancel out the promises the God had made to Abraham and his seed 430 years earlier. Those promises are still intact and applicable. If God somehow changed his mind and were to change the rules and require the keeping of the law in order to give the promise, then He would be unfaithful to His promise and He wouldn't be able to be trusted. 

In concluding this section in verses 26-29 Paul tells us that because we are in Christ, we are Abraham's seed and heirs according to the promise. We are in Christ because as Paul writes in verse 27, as many as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Just a reminder that this baptism is the operation of the Spirit that puts us into Christ, not baptism in water.

The main point then is that the promise is a promise, not based on keeping any laws, and that promise applies to us as well as to Abraham and his Seed because we are Abraham's seed. The promise is ours and the law that came later cannot annul it in any way. 

G. The New Covenant in Christ accomplished what the First could not do  Hebrews 10

G.1. In discussing the law, the author of Hebrews teaches us that the law, although a shadow of the good things to come, was not able to make the worshipers perfect. The law was not able to produce the works that it demanded. It was powerless. By perfect here he is referring to a state of maturity or completion. Something is perfect in this sense when it serves the function for which it was created or it reaches its culmination.

He then explains two things that would have happened if the law had been able to make the worshipers perfect. In verse 2 he says that the sacrifices would have stopped being made. If they had accomplished the task, no more sacrifices would have been needed. Secondly, the worshippers would have had no more consciousness of sins. The forgiveness would have been so complete that the worshippers would not have been weighed down with a guilty conscience because that guilt would have been removed.

What happened instead, however, is that the sacrifices continued to be offered because they did not accomplish the perfecting work, and the very fact that they continued to be offered served as a reminder that the sins were still there needing to be dealt with. The guilt and burden continued. Why? Because the blood of bulls and goats could not take away sins (vs. 4).

G.2. But the incredibly good news is that what the Old Covenant and its sacrifices could not do, Christ's sacrifice actually accomplished.

In verse 10 the author says, “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  Now follow the logic. Through the body of Christ we have been sanctified or set apart for God once for all. 

He goes on in verse 11: “And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But this Man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God.... For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.”

Now put verses 10 and 14 together. Through the body of Christ we have been sanctified.  And by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.   So Christ has perfected us. What the law could not do – perfect us-- Christ has done. There is no longer an offering for sin. It's completely finished.  And I take this to mean that not only have the sacrfices ceased, but the constant nagging guilt and consciousness of sins should be gone as well. That is what verse 2 said would happen when there was a sacrifice capable of perfecting us. 

H. The New Covenant is in Force
H.1. The author gives us the ground for the preceding truth in Hebrews 10:16. “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them.”  As a result, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”  This is the covenant Jesus referred to at the last supper when he said, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood."
I think the thing that confuses us is that we try to live an Old Covenant sort of existence in the New Covenant world. The Old Covenant didn't work. That is what Hebrews is largely explaining – why the old is being superseded by the new. 

The Old Covenant didn't work because it was external and people were not able to keep the laws that were given. That is why they were under a curse from day one. It was impossible for them to keep the agreements that they made.

The New Covenant is one in which God makes the inward changes necessary. God says in Jeremiah 31:33 that He will, 1) put His law in our hearts, 2) write it on our hearts, 3) He will be our God, 4) we will be His people. Ezekiel 36:25 ff give us some additional benefits: 5) He will cleanse from all filthiness, 6) will give a new heart and new spirit, 7) will take out the old heart of stone, 8) will put His spirit within us, 9) will cause us to walk in His statutes and keep His judgments, and 10) will not remember their sins any more.
H.2.This covenant is unconditional. This is what God has promised to do. We find this worked out for us throughout the New Testament as we learn that Jesus Christ is the redeemer who pays the price of this covenant and we find that trusting Christ and believing God are all that is required. We live by faith. We live by believing that these things are true; that God will be faithful to these promises; that He will cleanse us of all of our sins and provide His spirit and a new nature that is needed to follow Him in faithful obedience.

H.3. All of this is important because it teaches us that God has put within us the resources that we need to live the Christian life successfully. He has renewed our spirit, given us a new heart and given us the Holy Spirit to dwell within us. These changes completely change the motivation that a believer has compared to an unbeliever. We are no longer a "natural man". The natural man here is the soulish man. The word is psyche from which we get psychology. God wants us to be spiritual people, not soulish people. An unsaved person is operating from the foundation of his soul rather than from his spirit. God desires our lives to be guided from the spiritual aspect.

H.4. I don't have the space here to go into this deeply, but in Galatians 3 and 4, Paul discusses the law and its purpose. That is the same question you may have as you have read this paper and see all of the places where I have discussed the fact that we are free from the law and the law has no jurisdiction or authority over us. Why did God give it? He says it was a tutor to bring us to Christ. He refers to a time when we were children and needed rules. But when we become adults we don't need all of those rules. Our motivation is internal. When did this transition to adulthood take place? At the fullness of time when God sent forth his son, born of a woman, born under the law that we might receive the adoption of adult sons (Galatians 4:5). In other words, prior to the coming of Christ, people didn't have the internal spiritual changes and presence of the Holy Spirit to motivate them from within. They only had the external lists of dos and don'ts to govern their behavior. Much like a child needs to be told to eat his vegetables and don't play in the street. Adults don't normally need these kinds of rules because we supposedly have  the maturity to know these things.
The same thing is true spiritually. God implants in believers the changes and motivations needed to live the Christian life and therefore the law is not needed and as mentioned earlier when it is applied, it actually increases sin's power.

I. Sanctification is a work of God by faith. He will complete it.

I.1. Sanctification is the process of growing in Christlikeness. Galatians 3 challenges us with the truth that we are no more made perfect by keeping the law than we are justified by keeping the law. This is an important truth. God promised that what he has begun in us, He will complete. 

Based on the truths we have already studied, we know that Christ has become everything to us. He not only provides life, he is life. He not only shows the way, He is the way. In 1 Corinthians 1:30 we read, "But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption." We see the confirmation of the fact that we are in Christ Jesus because of God. "But of Him you are in Christ Jesus." It is Jesus Christ who is our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. The fact that he is these things means that they are certain and sure for us. 

I.2. Sanctification involves our growth into more and more Christlikeness. There is a sense in which we cooperate in this because God doesn't make us puppets. He tells us to "grow in grace" for example. But we also learn in Scripture that we are to work out our salvation with fear and trembling because it is God who is at work in us both to will and to do of His good pleasure (Philippians 2:13).  He works both the willingness and the doing of His will in our lives. That hearkens back to what we saw in the promised New Covenant. God promised that under this new arrangement, He would cause his people to walk in His ways. No longer would they be left with just an external list of rules to follow with no internal motivation and strength to follow and keep all of those regulations.
Part 2  The Application

In this section we will discuss how we apply the truths that we have reviewed in Part 1. The key here is that we are to act on the basis of what is true. Faith comes from hearing the Word of God. Then we act on the basis that we believe the truth. There are things to do and steps to take, but you will notice that we do not appeal to rule-keeping. I don't want to be misunderstood on this matter. The laws of God express His character. Living our lives in a Christ-like manner is our goal and in living that way we will be obedient and consistent with the law of God. But the means to achieve that does not come about by invoking the commandments and imposing rules on ourselves. 
A. Reckon the truth to be true of you.

A.1. Since the Bible says that we are in Christ and Christ is in us, we are to count that as being true. When we face the different temptations and pressures of life, we need to tell ourselves that we are one with Him. Our hands are His hands. Our feet are His feet. What we see, He sees. We are Christ's embodiment in the world.
A.1.1. In John 15 Christ describes himself as the vine and we are the branches. We are integrally connected with Him. The same life that flows through Him flows through us. He goes on to explain that abiding in Him allows Him to produce fruit in our lives. The burden of bearing fruit, that is the burden of being as loving or joyful as we ought to be is not ours to bear. As we abide in Christ and reckon these truths to be true, He is able to live His life through our life here and now in our homes and communities.

A.2. Reckon it to be true that Christ is our representative. We were born into this world as sinners. That is not so much because we had sinned ourselves, but because we were born into Adam's race. Now that we have trusted Christ, we have been taken out of Adam and have been placed into Christ. He is now the one who represents us. That means that rather than being sinners we are saints. When Christ represented us to God, He voted in favor of God and His rule unlike Adam who rebelled on behalf of his people. 

A.3. Reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God (Romans 6:11). Romans 6 is telling us that when Jesus died, He died to sin once for all. That doesn't mean that He had sinned before, but He was tempted in all points as we are. But once He died, He was free from that pressure. His life as an object of the temptations of Satan and the world system was finished. After His resurrection, He was free from all of that and live to God. Paul describes it as being dead to sin but alive to God (Romans 6:10). The challenge then is to reckon this same thing to be true of us because we died with Him on the cross. 
A.3.1. So what does that mean in a practical sense? When we are faced with a temptation, our approach should be to claim the truth, that when Christ died I died. I need to remind myself that I am on the other side of the resurrection now. I have resurrection life. I'm in Christ and He is in me and we've gone through death together. I don't need to be giving this temptation a moments attention. Not because I'm trying to bring some strength to bear to obey a commandment, but because of my union with Christ in His death and resurrection. 
A.4. We need to reckon it true that our old man was crucified with Him that the body of sin might be rendered inoperative (Romans 6:6). As Paul writes in this passage the purpose of this truth is that we would no longer be slaves of sin. Now it feels to us that we are still slaves to sin, but this is a lie! Our old self with its sinful tendencies died on the cross. We have been given a new heart, our spirits have been reborn and we have the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. This is the truth of who we are. Therefore sin does not have the ability or authority to rule over us and we are not its slaves any longer. As we face temptation, we need to remember this truth and count it as true for ourselves. Paul tells us very clearly in verse 8 that he who has died has been freed from sin. Believe it is true!
B. Present yourselves as alive from the dead.

B.1. This truth is provided for us in the latter half of Romans 6.

C. The newness of the Spirit vs. the oldness of the letter.

D. Watch where you set your mind.

E. Walk in the Spirit

F. Put off and put on

G. Become what you are


old man is crucified so crucify

H. Don't subject yourself to elements of this world - religious rules and trappings

