I. Introduction

A. Read I Cor 9:24  Today we are going to look at the difference between victory and defeat in this race.
B. All run but one receives the prize

C. There is a difference between those who run and those who run to win.
II. Example of Israel’s all   I Cor 10:1-4 We know from verse 6 and 11 that these things were examples for us. 
A. Old Testament Example

1. Egypt represents lost condition

2. Promised land represents victorious Christian life

a. Not heaven as some assume because enemy is still there

b. Battles to be won 

3. Wilderness represents transition

a. Was not meant to be a place to stay

b. Disobedience and wandering

4. So in this passage we are not going to be looking at the Israelites as to their individual salvation before God, but as a picture of the spiritual life. Hebrews 4 has more the example at the individual level. But even there we are warned not to fall short
B. All were under the cloud – all were guided by God
They enjoyed the direction of God – they knew where he wanted them to go
C. All passed through the sea – all were protected

D. They were all identified with Moses – who is said to be a type of Christ
E. All ate the spiritual food

F. All ate the spiritual drink

G. These are like the ALL in 9:24.  In the race all run.  Notice the ALLs

III. God was not pleased with most of them
A. Yes, it is possible to please God and it is possible to displease him

B. How you ought to walk and to please God – I Thess 4:1
Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 2for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

C. Soldier – how he may please him who enlisted him. 2 Timothy 2:4
No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 

1. Soldier much like the athlete of 9:25 temperate in all things

2. No man that wars entangles himself.

3. Difference from legalism – no one would call an athlete legalistic

a. Legalism is the attempt to gain a right standing with God through keeping the law.

b. Skimmed a book while Ruth was in the book store on breaking bondage of legalism.  Some parts were very good. However they had chart showing characteristics of the free vs. legalistic

a. Example sober vs joyful.  It is invalid to pit those two against each other. We are commanded to be sober and to be joyful.

c. Life is difficult and poses many temptations. We are called to avoid the entanglements of the world so that we may please the commander.  It is unfair to assume that someone who is trying to live a disciplined and entanglement free life is legalistic.

D. Enoch had the testimony that he pleased God  Heb 11:5

E. Answered prayer because we do what is pleasing in His sight I John 3:22
And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 

IV. These are examples so that we would not

A. Lust after evil things

1. Ties in with the complaining

2. They lusted for meat – an “evil thing”; they longed for leaks and garlic
In their hearts they turned back to Egypt Acts 7:37-39
Remember Lot’s wife Luke 17:32
No man putting hands to plow and looking back is fit Luke 9:62
3. Psalm 106  God gave them their request but sent leanness into their soul

B. Be idolaters Ex 32:6
1. Graven images Ps 106:20 They changed their glory. 
2. We do the same thing. Sometimes we substitute money or pleasure for God. We fashion our own God, and then worship accordingly

3. Sometimes we substitute a different likeness of the same God and we think it is the same God, but it is not what he had commanded. Strange fire Lev 10:1 Which he had not commanded them.
4. As pastor said last week we are to worship in spirit and truth. Worship is to be spirit directed and according to the truth of His word. We are not to add and make up things just because we like it or it makes us feel good. 
Remember Cain.  

5. It is possible to worship the true God in the wrong way. 

C. Commit sexual immorality Num 25:1-9;
1. Lewdness and immodesty

2. Outright immorality

3. Homosexuality

4. This is God’s will your sanctification that you abstain from sexual immorality. I Thes 4:3

5. We bring into our homes through TV countless occurrences of immorality. We must say no to this!

6. I Cor 6:15 Your bodies are members of Christ. Don’t involve Christ in immorality

D. Tempt Christ Ex 17:2,7; Num 21:6-9
1. They said, “Prove yourself”
2. We don’t believe you really led us here.

3. If you were leading us this wouldn’t be happening

4. Doubted his word

E. Complain Ex 16:2; Num 14:37 
1. Be content with what you have Heb 13:5
2. Having food and clothing, let’s be content with that I Timothy 6:8

3. Do all things without murmuring and disputing Phil 2:14
F. These were the reasons God said that the example was there. That we would not do these things as they did. 

V. It is obvious that God judges and disciplines –  see the examples under each one.

A. If judgment begins with church I Peter 4:17, 18
For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?

18
Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, 

Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?”

A. If we would judge ourselves we would not be judged. I Cor 11:31

B. Do not disregard the chastening of the Lord Heb 12:5
1. 12:1 Run the race – lay aside the weight

2. vs 4 you have not yet resisted to blood in striving against sin

3. When you are chastened, get back up like a man 12, 13

4. Watch out lest fall short – Esau example vs 17

5. This isn’t the old, but the new covenenat vs 18-24

6. But he is the same God and therefore is to be taken seriously with reverence and fear 25-29

a. Psalm 89:7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints and to be held in reverence by all those around him.
VI. Conclusion – Back to 9:24
A. Make sure you are in the race

B. Live the Christian life as though you were running to win.

C. Strive lawfully 2 Timothy 2:5
And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless he competes according to the rules.

D. Be temperate in all things

E. Do not run with uncertainty

F. Do not beat the air

G. Discipline your body and bring it into subjection
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