Decision-Making and the Will of God

Part 1

We all make decisions every day. There are little ones and there are big ones. Sometimes the little decisions have more consequences than we would have expected. As Christians we desire to know God's will as we move through life. We want God's guidance and help as we make decisions and we want our decisions to be according to the will of God. 

So, which level of decisions require knowing God's will?  How does God reveal His will to us? In this series we want to investigate what the Bible has to say about the will of God as it relates to our decision-making. Does God have a specific will for every decision we make? What about the big decisions – who should I marry, what college should I attend?  

We want to look at several questions:


What is the meaning of  “God's will”?


Does God have a specific will for all areas of my life?


How can I know what God's will is for me personally?


Describe a Biblical approach to decision-making.

I. What is the meaning of “God's Will”?

God's will is usually categorized in three ways:


Sovereign_  will


Moral will


Individual  will = God's specific will that he shows me in advance to help me make




the right decision

A.  God's Sovereign Will



Passages:  Daniel 4:35; Proverbs 21:1; Revelation 4:11; Ephesians 1:11; Proverbs 16:33





Romans 9:19; Acts 2:23; Acts 4:27-28; Romans 11:33-36


From these passages and others we learn that:


God's sovereign will is Hidden.


It determines Everything that will happen.


It covers Human as well as Natural events.

B.  God's Moral Will



Passages: Romans 2:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 4:3; 2 Corinthians 6:14





Plus all other commands in Scripture.


From these passages and others we learn that:


God's moral will is Revealed in the Bible.


These are God's Commands as to how people ought to believe and live.


They reveal Everything we need for life and godliness. (2 Peter 1:3)


C.  God's Individual Will


Here is where the difficulty and questions arise. This is the area that we are usually



most focused on in making decisions and in seeking guidance.


As usually stated, God's individual will is God's ideal, detailed life-plan uniquely



designed for each person. Our responsibility is to find it.


Passages often cited include: Colossians 1:9; Colossians 4:12; Romans 12:2; 



Ephesians 5:17; Ephesians 6:6; Proverbs 3:5-6; Psalm 32:8



Proverbs 16:9; Genesis 24
Col 1:9  Filled with knowledge of his will – See also Eph 4:1 ff and 1 Thess 4:1 ff

Col 4:12 Stand complete – Perfect in Christ see also Col 1:28

Romans 12:2 Prove perfect will == Doctrine portion produces life of obedience.  How to live

Eph 5:17 Understand what will of Lord is -  in rest of book specific moral guidance is given on living

Eph 6:6 Doing will of God from the heart

Prov 3:5-6 make path straight – common approach in proverbs to point to successful life as result of 



right living

Psalm 32:8 Guide you with eye. David speaking Psalm 51:10-13 teach sinners your ways. He does it in



psalm 32

Prov 16:9 Lord directs steps

Genesis 24 Not normative, descriptive not prescriptive – common mistake in interpretation



unusual approach even then, servant sought willingness of Rebecca and consent of 


family



Some people call this God's “perfect” will, or God's “specific” will or God's “ideal” will.


A diagram of this idea might look like this:

Many people believe that out of all of the possible things we could do that are within the moral


will of God, there's a specific will that is represented by the little dot. Out of all the houses you


could buy, God has one specific one in mind; or maybe He doesn't want you to buy any right 


now.  That's what we mean by specific, individual will.


The question is –  is this view a biblical one?


The proof of an individual, specific will of God usually involves the following:



Reason – God is a God of order, He is our King and Father, He is a communicator



Experience – Many individuals, maybe including ourselves have testified about God's





will being fulfilled in our lives



Biblical Example – Many individuals in the Bible demonstrate this



Biblical Teaching – The Bible seems to teach this in some places


Methods usually used to determine God's individual will:



Bible



Circumstances



Inner Witness


Mature Counsel



Personal Desires

Common Sense



Special Guidance


How is one expected to know whether he/she has found the will of God?



Agreement of the road signs listed above



Prayer was involved



Inner peace



Confirming results

What we want to do in the remainder of our series is to study the Bible to find the answers to questions such as: 

· Does God have a specific, individual will for each person separate from His sovereign and moral will?

· Does God communicate with people separate from what He says in the Bible?

· What are some of the 'problems' with the methods given for discerning God's will?

· What guidance and wisdom does the Scripture give for making life's decisions?

· How does God lead us today?

· Is laying out a fleece biblical?

· What role do feelings and emotions have in the decision-making process?

· What's involved in walking by faith?


A Biblical Approach*

The following points are the basis of our study and discussion. As always, you must search the Scriptures diligently to make sure these things are true. See Acts 17:11

1. The Bible reveals the Moral Will of God. These commands are to be obeyed.

The only way God speaks is through the scriptures.  They provide all we need to know to live a life that pleases God. 

2. In those areas where the Bible does not give a command or principle, there is freedom to make wise decisions. The Christian has the freedom and responsibility to make those decisions and such decisions are acceptable to God.

3.  In all decisions we are to submit humbly to the sovereign will of God.

Examination of the Traditional View

1. Study the Scriptures given for the traditional view given on page 2 to see if they deal with a specific individual will or the moral will of God.

2.  Some problems and frustrations that arise from the traditional view.


Ordinary Decisions


Immaturity – “Can't argue with God!” 

Godly counsel is reduced or eliminated because who can argue with God?

Increases spiritual pride – “I know what God told me!”

Competing wills. H.S. Tells 2 diff people two diff things.

Procrastination

I don't have peace yet. I'm waiting to hear from God


Rejection of personal preferences

God called me to do this. I don't like it so it must be God's will. I may not be gifted, but he told me to.


Fleeces


And open doors. Fleeces are not the ordinary way of leading in the Scriptures. Could the open door be a diversion from Satan to keep you from doing what God really wants you to do?
3.  Inner peace, impressions, leading of the Holy Spirit, etc.  Colossians 3:12-17; Romans 8:14


Subjective. Not what is meant by HS leading in these passages.

Impressions and emotions are real, but not authoritative. God's Word and God Himself are the only authorities. The only way God speaks is through His Word, the Scriptures. Emotions and feelings should not lead in decision making. 

Decision Making and the Will of God

Part 2 – How God Leads
The Moral Will of God
The moral will of God is an Expression  of the Character of God.
Man was originally created in the Image of God and therefore it is God's desire that we be like Him.  Genesis 1:26; Genesis 5:1
Satan's temptation was to achieve the likeness to God in a way that was outside of God's command.


Genesis 3:5, 22
God's moral will governs every aspect and phase of what we do.
· It governs our external behavior, the what we do.
· It governs our goals or the why of our behavior.

· Ultimate goal is the Glory of God. 1 Cor 10:31; 

· Other biblical goals are subordinate – such as ministering, serving, etc. 



Galatians 6:2 for example
· It also specifies the attitudes or the how of our behavior.


See for example Deuteronomy 28:47; 2 Cor 9:7; Col 3:23; Ephesians 5:15
Danger of focusing on the external behavior only.
· Inside may be dead  - Matthew 23:27-28

· May leave more important things undone – Matthew 23:23

· May begin to believe human rules and regulations will be successful – Colossians 2:20-23
There is a very grave danger in moralistic teaching. Children/people learn that what you are after is being nice/good people. Once we've sort of mastered that, we don't need more church or instruction from the Word. 

Only successful source for complete change is the new birth
Because we are born dead in our sins, a new creation is required in order to truly accomplish the will of God through our lives. 2 Corinthians 5:17; 2 Peter 1:4
· The new creation is Initiated by God in the heart of man. John 3

· God Himself takes up Residence  in the life of a believer. Ezekiel 36:26-27

· God creates a new Heart and regenerates the spirit. Ezekiel 36:26-27

· God grants new Motivation for doing right. Ezekiel 36:26-27
The moral will of God is fully revealed in the Scriptures
The Scriptures are the final and complete authority and all we need for life and godliness. No other authority is provided to us – no dreams, no visions, no voices.
Hebrews 1:1-2 God has spoken through his son
2 Tim 3:16-17 Scripture – man may be fully equipped 
2 Peter 1:3, 16-18 All we need for life and godliness, more sure than the actual vision of the transfiguration.
The highest priority then should be placed on gaining a good understanding of what is included within God's moral will.  
This comes from:
Reading – 1 Timothy 4:13  Give attention to reading
Careful consideration – 2 Timothy 2:7 Consider what I say and God will give understanding
Search and inquiry – 1 Peter 1:10-11 Prophets searched and inquired
Diligence in study – 2 Timothy 2:15 Study to show yourself approved
Meditation – Psalm 1:2; Joshua 1:8 Meditate day and night
Memorization – Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in my heart
Learning from gifted teachers – Phil 4:9; 1 Cor 12:28-29; Galatians 6:6  Not gifted like talented, but gifted in the sense that God has given the gift of teaching
Seek to move from milk to meat – 1 Cor 3:1-4; Hebrews 5:12-14 By now you should be teachers
This process takes time and effort. It does not happen overnight.
Determine in your heart to put into practice and obey what you learn from the Word.

It's easy for any of us to listen, agree and then not do!!
Be doers and not hearers only.  James 1:22

Man who hears and does is like a man who builds on the rock.  Matthew 7

Decision Making and the Will of God

Part 2 – How God Leads
Freedom to Choose

1. Sin involves breaking the law of God.


1 John 3:4  Sin is lawlessness.


Romans 4:15  Where there is no law  there is no transgression.


Crucial truth:  If God's moral will has not been violated then there has been no sin.




If there has been no sin, there can be no guilt.

2.  Some examples from Scripture


In each passage, identify those areas were activity was restricted and where there were areas of



freedom.


Genesis 2:16-17 Freely eat of any tree except the one

Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14 Clean and unclean

Numbers 6 Vows of Nazarite. Could freely choose to be one, but then restrictions

Leviticus 22:18-25 Freewill offering

Deuteronomy 18:6-7 Levite could freely come to the temple to work

Deuteronomy 23:21-23 If you vow you must pay, but you are free to not vow

Matthew 20:13-15 Can do what he wants with his own money. Free to do more

Acts 5:4 Same thing with Ananias
3.  Within the moral will of God, all things are:


Lawful 1 Corinthians 6:12; 10:23


Clean Mark 7:19; Luke 11:41: Romans 14:14, 20


Pure Titus 1:15

4.  Some practical examples from the issue of eating in the New Testament.


Eating falls within the arena of moral freedom: 


1 Corinthians 8:8 


1 Corinthians 9:4  Right


1 Corinthians 8:9; 10:29 Liberty/Freedom


1 Corinthians 10:25 Conscience

Even in the area of being invited to an unbeliever's home:  1 Corinthians 10:27  If you want to.
So the question is, “In nonmoral areas, on what basis is the believer to make his decision”

Some examples from the Apostles:
In each case identify the basis on which the decision was made.

1 Thessalonians 3:1-2 Thought it best
Philippians 2:25-26 Thought it necessary
1 Corinthians 16:3-4 If it is fitting
Acts 6:2-4 It is not desireable
Acts 20:16 He was hurrying
Titus 3:12 I have decided
A Practical Example of Advice

1 Corinthians 7   Look for Paul's use of “good” and “better”.

The Key is to Develop Spiritual Wisdom (Ephesians 5:15-16;  Colossians 4:5)

Follow leaders that have wisdom: Deuteronomy 1:13; Acts 6:3; 1 Timothy 3:2


Acquire wisdom yourself: Proverbs 2:4-6; Proverbs 8:17


God grants wisdom to those who manifest certain spiritual characteristics:


Reverence   Proverbs 9:10


Humility Proverbs 11:2; Proverbs 15:33


Teachableness   Proverbs 9:9; Proverbs 15:31; Proverbs 19:20


Diligence Proverbs 8:17


Uprightness Proverbs 2:7


Faithfulness  James 1:5-8

The right approach to finding wisdom includes: Asking God, Seeking wisdom in the Word; Seeking wisdom through personal research and study; Seeking wisdom through wise counselors, Gaining wisdom through life itself.

Decision Making and God's Sovereign Will

How does the fact that God has a sovereign will fit in with our decision making?


Area 1: Moral will events that will occur

Area 3: Things in God's moral will that don't









happen.

Area 2: Sovereign events outside God's moral will
Area 4: Outside God's sovereign & moral will









Sins that never happen.

James 4:13-16 Planning and the sovereign will of God

1. Start   time 


5. Goal

2. Who  is involved

6. Target date

3.  Location 


7. Humbly submit – verse 15

4. Tasks


God's sovereignty does not exclude the need for planning; it does require humble submission to His will.

Sovereignty and Circumstances – Are circumstances roadsigns?
Acts 28:4, 6; John 9:2-3; Luke 13:1-3; Ruth 2:3; I Kings 22:34; Luke 10:31
God's plan includes both good and evil. Sometimes “good” is a test not a blessing
“God has His wise and sovereign reasons for each event, but He does not regularly give man a running commentary of His reasons.” *
See Ecclesiastes 11:5-6 for the wisdom God expects us to use. Make use of opportunities and leave

the results to God.
“Circumstances define the context of the decision and must be weighed by wisdom...not “read” as road signs to God's individual will.”
Sovereignty and Open Doors – Are open doors signs of direction or opportunities?
1 Corinthians 16:8-9; Colossians 4:3; 2 Corinthians 2:12-13
Did Paul go through each door that was open to him?  Did he use the open doors as a signal for what he should do? Some open doors he refused. He planned, but was not a slave to open doors.

“Open doors are God-given opportunities for service...not specific guidance from God requiring one to enter.”
Sovereignty and “Fleeces”

Judges 6:36-40

Did Gideon have any guidance preceding the use of the fleece? 6:11-16; 6:17-24; 6:33-35

Was Gideon's use of the fleece an act of faith or doubt?

What are some differences between Gideon's fleece and the “fleeces” Christians commonly use?
Read and study Romans 1:8-13 and Romans 15:20-29
Paul had a goal of coming to Rome where he could minister to the Christians there.  In these passages look for evidence of:

Purpose Spiritual goals based on divine revelation


Priorities wise priorities determining what should come first, second, etc.


Plans devised plans that gave him a strategy for accomplishing his objectives


Prayer submitted his plans and himself to God as well as wisdom. Proverbs 16:9


Perseverance When providentially hindered he assumed God was working. Plans were



sound – only time table needed adjustment by God's design

Explanation Paul explained his decisions on the basis of God's moral will and his



application of wisdom.
*All quotes and diagrams are taken from Decision Making and the Will of God, by Garry Friesen
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